Practice with Word
Creating the 21st-Century Classroom
Preparing today’s youth to succeed in the digital economy requires a new kind of teaching and learning. Skills such as global literacy, computer literacy, problem solving, critical thinking, creativity, and innovation have become critical in today’s increasingly interconnected workforce and society--and technology is the catalyst for bringing these changes into the classroom.
In a 21st-century learning environment, all students are able to learn. Project-based learning allows students to acquire 21st-century skills in the context of real-world scenarios, and the integration of video and other media to support instruction links students with outside resources and enables teachers to address many learning styles at once. In fact, the 21st-century learning environment doesn’t just wait for teachable moments; it literally creates them at will.
Technology-based applications such as PowerPoint, spreadsheets, and desktop and internet publishing software aren't just relegated to school business departments anymore--they're now being integrated into core curriculum areas to enhance teaching and learning. And in the process of using these tools, students are developing key 21st-century skills.
If today's students are to compete in an increasingly global economy, schools will need much more than textbooks and traditional pencil-and-paper approaches to succeed. Students need the benefit of technology-rich classrooms to give them marketable skills that they will use throughout their professional lives.
Three Factors for 21st Century Technology Integration 
How do we measure technology integration or implementation? It's not something we can score on a scale of 1 to 10 or measure as achieving with excellence or just passing. The benchmarks for every school and every classroom are different. In preparing our students for the 21st Century, we must prepare them for the ubiquitous use of technology. We must enable them to adapt and change. But how do we get a measure of technology Implementation? 
The three factors are resources, skills and curriculum. They form a triangle and the area of the triangle is level or degree of integration. The bigger the area, the higher one is on the LOTI or Level of Technology Implementation scale (See http://edorigami.wikispaces.com/LOTI and http://www.drchrismoersch.com). If any of these factors are in short supply, then the level of integration/implementation will be reduced or impaired. Read the entire article from 21st Century Connections at http://21centuryconnections.com/node/538.   



21st Century Teachers

We have heard a lot about 21st Century Learners. But what about 21st Century Teachers? What are the characteristics we would expect to see in 21st Century Educators? 

Our 21st Century Learners are: 
Collaborative 
Adaptive 
Information, media and technology savvy 
Communicators 
Immediate and instant 
Require instant gratification 
Creators and adaptor 

But what about 21st Century Teachers? What are the characteristics we would expect to see in 21st Century Educators? Find out if you are one by reading the complete article from 21st Century Connections at http://21centuryconnections.com/node/532.  


Web 2.0 Enhances Learning 

Web 2.0 tools have broadened the resources available in the classroom and reduced the reliance on Internet search. To enhance a history lesson, teachers can utilize the free Google Earth to send students virtually to any location in the world. Find out how to meet the needs of digitally-literate students by using Web 2.0 tools to make lessons come alive. Read the article from TechLearning at http://www.techlearning.com/story/showArticle.php?articleID=196604982.  


Project-Based Learning 

Have you ever heard your students say, “Why am I learning this? This is a waste of time. What's the point?” Well, then you may want to read more of this article from eSchool News and learn more about project-based learning. The article says that project-based learning engages students and garners results. The Buck Institute for Education, an organization committed to the use of project-based learning worldwide, defines the concept as "a systematic teaching method that engages students in learning knowledge and skills through an extended inquiry process structured around complex, authentic questions and carefully designed products and tasks." Project-based learning is a successful approach to instruction for a variety of reasons: For one thing, it helps students retain the information they learn. For another, it engages students' interest and motivates them to learn. One of the main reasons kids drop out of school is because they're bored. With project-based learning, students are encouraged to explore their own interests and to make connections to the world beyond school. Project-based learning also encourages a deeper level of thinking by involving students in answering questions for themselves, making connections, and using analytical skills. Read more about it at http://www.eschoolnews.com/news/top-news/index.cfm?i=56961.   



[image: ]

Proofing Errors:
Thes are the dayz that try men’s sloes. 
If I were a dreamer…
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