Literary Devices
1. Alliteration is the repetition of the first letter or sound in two or more words in a line of poetry.
Example: While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping…
					--The Raven by Edgar Allan Poe
1. Onomatopoeia is the use of a word to imitate natural sound.
Examples:  buzz, clang, crash, hiss, bang, screech
1. Refrain is the repeating of one or more lines at intervals in a poem.  Comparable to the chorus in a song.
1. Tone is the attitude of the author or speaker toward the subject.
Examples: affectionate, bored, calm, enthusiastic, sad, sarcastic, serious
1. Speaker is the created narrative voice of the poem.  The speaker is not
      necessarily the poet.
1. Shift is a change in tone within a poem.  Look for words like but, yet, however, and although.
1. Simile uses like or as to make a comparison.
Examples: O my love is like a red, red rose
	     That’s newly sprung in June.
	        O my love is like a melody
	        That’s sweetly play’d in tune.
					--A Red Red Rose  by Robert Burns
1. Metaphor does not use like or as  but makes a comparison.
Examples:  My life IS a maze, full of choices.
	      Mike IS a brick wall on the football field.
1. Personification is giving human characteristics to inanimate objects, ideas, or animals.
Examples:  ...the moon gazed on my midnight labors.
		Her heart cried out. 
1. Hyperbole is exaggeration for the sake of emphasis.
Examples: Sweat to death.
	      Million times a day.
1. Symbol is a person, place, or event that stands for something other than itself, usually something broader or deeper than it is.
Example:  O Captain! my Captain! our fearful trip is done,
                 The ship has weather'd every rack, the prize we sought is won…
					--O Captain! My Captain! by Walt Whitman on
						Abraham Lincoln’s assassination
1. Imagery is words and phrases used to help the reader to imagine each of the senses: sight, smell, hearing, taste, touch.
Example:  And I keep hearing from the cellar bin
                       The rumbling sound of load on load of apples coming in
.						--After Apple Picking by Robert Frost

