	Literary Term
	Definition

	Alliteration:
	repetition of initial consonant sounds 

	Imagery:
	very descriptive language that creates detailed images in a readers mind

	Irony:
	when appearance (what you think is happening) is different from reality (what really occurs)

	Extended Metaphor:
	A comparison between two unlike things that continues throughout a series of sentences in a paragraph or lines in a poem.

	Personification:   
	A type of figurative language that gives human characteristics to non-human things

	Rhyme Scheme:
	A repeated pattern of rhymed words at the end of a line

	Setting:
	time and place of the action; may also include important circumstances

	Speaker
	The created narrative voice of the poem.  The speaker is not necessarily the poet/author.

	Stanza:
	A group of poetic lines (like a paragraph within a poem)

	Simile: 
	a comparison using “like” or “as” 

	Symbol: 
	an object that represents something else

	Theme:
	a message or lesson a story tries to teach us about life; an insight about real life that we can apply to our life

	Tone:
	  the feeling or attitude toward the subject on which the author writes

	Stanza Form
	A division of a poem based on thought or form

· couplet =  two line stanza (rhymes aa)
· triplet  = three line stanza (rhymes aaa)
· quatrain= four line stanza (rhymes aaaa, abab, abba, aabb, abac)
· quintet = five line stanza (variety of rhyme schemes)
· sestet  =  six line stanza (last 6 lines of a sonnet)
· septet =  seven line stanza
· octav = eight line stanza (first 8 lines of a sonnet)

	Repetition
	 The repeating of a word or phrase within a poem

	Paraphrase
	 To restate the meaning of a passage using other words
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