Group Name _________________________________

Poetry Analysis Worksheet
For this project you will read and analyze “Reapers” by Jean Toomer. 
 (
Black reapers with the sound of steel on stones
Are
 sharpening scythes. I see them place the hones
In their hip-pockets as a thing that's done
,
And start their silent swinging, one by one.
Black horses drive a mower through the weeds
,
And there, a field rat, startled, squealing bleeds,
His belly close to ground. I see the blade
,
Blood-stained, continue cutting weeds and shade.
)









The following guiding questions will help you uncover the meaning of the poem as well as the poetic techniques and devices. The analysis will assist your team in completing the Wiki in Blackboard.

1. What does the title of the poem suggest to you? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What is literally happening in the poem? Answer the following questions:
· Who is the subject of the poem? _________________________________
· What is actually happening in the poem? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· What is the setting of the poem? When? Where?  ___________________________________________________________
3. What do you think the poem means figuratively? Think about the meaning of the poem, not just the obvious meaning of each word but what they mean beyond the literal. Do these words suggest something else?
· Why do you think the author wrote the poem? __________________________________________________________
· What is the poet’s attitude? How does the author feel about himself, others, the subject, and the reader?  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· How does the poem shift in tone, setting, voice, etc. occur? Look for time and place, keywords, punctuation, stanza divisions, changes in length or rhyme, and sentence structure. What is the purpose of each shift? How do they contribute to effect and meaning? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Poetic devices: Identify different poetic devices, provide samples from the poem, and explain how they convey the poem’s message. Use the “Poetry Terms to Know” worksheet for assistance. How does the rhythm and meter of this poem reflect its content? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
5. Theme: List the subjects and abstract ideas in the poem, and then identify the theme (central idea) of the poem. List some of the words (nouns, verbs, phrases) that are important to understanding the poem.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



****You may want to tear up this worksheet to hand out the corresponding answers among the group to create each Wiki page once the sections are divided.***
