Poetry Explication Outline 
· Introduction: Here you are expected to write what is the poem title, who is the author and where one can find this poem, what is the theme and subject of the poem in short.
· Type of the Poem: What is the type of the given poem, is it a lyric poem or an ode, haiku, sonnet or some other form you can identify and how the characteristics of the identified type are applicable to the poem.
· Paraphrases of lines/stanzas: Here you are supposed to explain the meaning of the poem line by line and stanza by stanza. While explaining, you should also discuss about the alliteration, allusion, metaphor, rhythm, rhyme, etc. Skillfully organize this part in a way that best fits your content. Whether to discuss sound traits first and then figurative traits like personification, symbol, metaphor, etc., will solely depend upon the nature of the poem.
· Theme: After explaining the poem in detail, you may propose what the theme is and support/defend your interpretation. You should succeed in showing that you have reached a reasonable conclusion.
· Evaluation: Here, you are expected to make judgments about the poem. Ask yourself the following questions and try to answer them. How effectively did the author explain his/her point or how the author was successful in creating an intended mood or other impact? According to you, which elements of the poem were the strongest or weakest and why? Which images or metaphors did you find interesting or effective and why? What can you say about the rhyme scheme used? Did it add any value to the poem, whether it contributed to the poem or distracted?, etc.
· Personal Opinion: Why did you like the poem or if you have not liked anything, what is that and why you didn't like that? Was the poem trite? Why? What was your immediate reaction after reading the poem? How did you feel after reading it again? Was the poem successful in giving you a new perspective? How? Did the poem seem to pertain to you or was the idea of the poem completely strange for you that it did not relate to you at all? Why?
· Conclusion: It would be safe to conclude now about the speaker and the theme, about what is being embellished by the author and how does the action take place in the poem. How are the thoughts efficiently conveyed by the author through the finely embroidered themes introduced, sustained, resolved, etc.?

