June 20, 2007
Distinguished Partners in Education Honored

The Louisiana Department of Education named eight Louisiana organizations and one New York foundation as Distinguished Partners in Education during an awards ceremony tonight in the Louisiana Purchase Room of the Claiborne Building. A reception followed at the Governor’s Mansion to honor the significant contributions these groups have made to Louisiana public schools. 

 

The 2007 Distinguished Partners in Education winners include: 

· AYES Business and Education Council, Shreveport 

· EATEL, Gonzales 

· VHI Save the Music Foundation, New York ( Jefferson Parish) 

· Sweet Lake Land and Oil Company, Lake Charles 

· Concordia Parish Library, Ferriday 

· Foundation Assisting Zachary Education, Zachary 

· Community Trust Bank, Ruston 

· Rotary Club of New Orleans, New Orleans 

· Lafayette Schools’ Federal Credit Union, Lafayette

 

“Our schools must have the support of their communities in order to succeed, and I am grateful that these organizations have demonstrated their commitment to education in Louisiana,” said State Superintendent of Education Paul G. Pastorek. “I am particularly pleased that we are recognizing some of the out-of-state assistance that has come in the wake of the hurricanes as well as the invaluable support from companies across Louisiana.” 

 

“These nine organizations aren’t just paying lip service to the importance of education,” said Board of Elementary and Secondary Education President Linda Johnson. “They have contributed money as well as the time and talents of their employees and are making a real difference in the lives of students across the state. We will see a return on their investment in the years to come.” 

 

This award was first presented in 1991 and is given annually to a select number of businesses, associations or individuals for their significant contributions to education in Louisiana. Nominations are submitted by school district superintendents, businesses, groups and individuals. The Louisiana Lottery and Cox Communications were the corporate sponsors for this event.

Sweet Lake Land and Oil Company of Lake Charles was one of the nine honorees named as a 2007 Distinguished Partner in Education.  Sweet Lake Land and Oil Company, family owned and operated by Laura and Claude “Buddy” Leach have partnered with Bell City High School. Their generous support of the school has made a profound affect on the improvement of teaching and learning.

Some of their support includes:

· Provided funding for a Home Economics teacher not provided by parish and state funds

· Provide computers for an elementary computer lab for PreK-5th grade students

· Upgraded the school’s library through financial donations as well as contribute to the Community Book Drive to help upgrade the library’s resources

· Instrumental in spearheading a successful campaign in Calcasieu Parish School System’s first “Pay as you Go” bond proposal

· Donated 22 acres and provided funds to develop the Miller Alexander Sports Complex, a state of the art sports complex in order to support and promote a quality, school-wide athletic program as well as community summer programs

· Sponsor of McNeese Banner Series, providing the communities with quality artistic performances

· Provide a Teacher Appreciation Luncheon, donation of gift cards to teachers, donation of teacher supplies, sponsorship of teachers to attend PIE conference

