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CITGO and VFW Post 4759 and Ladies Auxiliary Win Louisiana Distinguished Partners in Education Award
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Citgo Petroleum Corporation 

        VFW Post 4759 and Ladies Auxiliary
 
with PIE, E. K. Key Elementary
                 with PIE, Starks High
Two of eight prestigious Louisiana Distinguished Partners in Education were presented to CITGO and VFW Post 4759 and Ladies Auxiliary by the Louisiana Department of Education at a ceremony and reception in the State Museum recently.

CITGO Petroleum Corporation was one of the first five partners when the Calcasieu Partners in Education program was initiated in 1988. They were nominated by Principal Chuck Sullivan of E.K. Key Elementary and are also partners of Sulphur High School, Sulphur High School 9th Grade Campus, and the Calcasieu Career Center.  

“In my managerial job at CITGO, I have the opportunity to be involved in many challenges and duties,” said Don Fruge, manager of process engineering and business optimization for CITGO Lake Charles.  However, I can honestly say that my most rewarding assignment is serving as Partner in Education liaison with E.K. Key Elementary School.”

E.K. Key Elementary School projects include judges for poster contests, Student of the Year, talent shows and others; provide special occasion meals for Banner Role, Perfect Attendance and Teacher Appreciation; sponsor Earth Day activities for the school; coach and train the Chess Club; participate in food drives; provide specialized training for science teachers; bring in veterans to speak to the students; provide physical improvements to the school – popcorn machine, painting the library, classroom DVD’s, playground benches, and faculty accessories; conduct Fire Safety Program training; and fly in Santa Claus for Christmas.

VFW Post 4759 and Ladies Auxiliary have had a tremendous impact on the success of students at Starks High School, which is a K-12 school. 

Principal Vickie Poole, nominator for the award, notes that the funding for various school programs as well as volunteering for a variety of school functions has brought the community into the school and provided educational opportunities and support for students that would not have been available otherwise. Some of the involvement has included elementary playground equipment, girls and boys basketball uniforms, FFA convention expenses. And all seniors receive a $1,000 scholarship to the university or technical school of their choice.

Poole states, “They have been heroes on the battlefield and continue to be heroes to the children of Starks High School.”

