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“The mission of Calcasieu Parish School Board is to work in partnership with

students, families and the community to ensure that each student acquires the knowledge, skills and core values necessary to achieve personal success and to enrich the community.”

The School Board recognizes the importance of the school and home working together as

partners in the education of each child as stated in the mission. A district Parent Handbook is printed and distributed to all families in the fall of each year. The Calcasieu Parish Title I Parent/Family Policy encourages the involvement of all families. The district Title I Parent/Family Policy as well as each school’s Parent/Family Policy are jointly developed, written and annually reviewed by school staff and parent/family members in order to improve and promote student academic success. These policies incorporate the requirements under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, section 1118 of the Elementary and Secondary Act.

Title I is a major provision of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001(NCLB). Title I, Part A –Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged provides assistance for students in high-poverty schools. 
In order to accomplish our mission, the following policies have been developed to ensure

parental/family involvement in the CPSB Title I Schools.

PART 1. Division Practices and Expectations

CPSB will put into operation programs, activities and procedures for the involvement of

parents/families of participating students in all Title I Schools.

CPSB families of participating children will give input for developing programs and activities that are planned and operated with meaningful consultation through our District ATP (Action Team Partnerships).

CPSB Title I specialists will work with the served schools to ensure that the required school-level family involvement policies meet the requirements of the law and that each policy will include a school-family compact.

CPSB will provide full opportunities, to the extent practicable, for the participation of family members with limited English proficiency, family members with disabilities, and family members of migratory children to receive, information and school reports in an understandable format and language family members can understand.

CPSB will submit all comments from family members, with the plan, to the Louisiana Department of Education if any family members are not satisfied with the district policy.

CPSB will involve the Title I families in decisions about how the one percent of Title I, Part A funds reserved for family involvement, will be spent.

CPSB supports and agrees with the statutory definition of parent/family involvement, and

expects that its Title I schools will carry out programs, activities and procedures in accordance with this definition:

CPSB family involvement means the participation of parents/family members in regular,

two-way, and meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other

school activities, including ensuring:

· that families play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;

· that families are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school;

· that families are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the

education of their child.

PART 2. Implementation of CPSB Title I Family Involvement Components

CPSB will involve family members in the joint development, implementation and evaluation of the district-wide policy by serving on our district ATP. The results of the evaluation will be used to identify barriers and better design strategies for increased family involvement.

CPSB Title I specialists will provide technical assistance and other necessary support to assist the schools in developing and implementing effective family involvement policies and activities by participating in the school improvement plan, and other events at the served schools in order to improve academic achievement.

CPSB Title I programs at the district and school levels will coordinate and integrate, as necessary, family involvement activities, workshops and meetings with the following programs: Head Start, Pre-K, PIE (Partners in Education), Special Education, and Adult Education.

CPSB Title I schools will provide multiple opportunities/activities for family members of participating students.

Title I schools will:

· jointly develop school family policies through participation on the School Improvement Team, and annually review the policy and activities through the parent survey, sent home in the spring, in order to identify barriers and better design strategies to increase family involvement;

· host an annual meeting(s) at the beginning of the school year at each Title I school, at a convenient time, to which all families of participating children shall be invited to attend.  Curriculum information will be shared and made available to all families at this time as well as information regarding the Title I program, its policies and requirements;

· include a parent(s)/family member(s) on the core “school improvement team” to provide input into the various activities/decisions made at the school and to assist in the writing, implementation and evaluation of the school plan and family policy;

· jointly develop a school-family compact and distribute to all families of participating students that outlines how the family members, the school staff, and the students will share in the responsibility for improved student achievement;

· build capacity for involvement by providing workshops and trainings at a variety of times along with multi media communications sent home, etc., throughout the year educating families on ways to support their child’s education through a better understanding of:

· the importance of ongoing communication with the school staff

· understanding the curriculum for core subjects of reading and mathematics

· assisting with homework

· monitoring their child’s school progress

· understanding assessments, both local and state, that are used to measure student progress, as well as proficiency levels students are expected to meet

· scheduling and participating in effective annual parent/teacher conferences

· understanding The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001
· hold library and/or computer lab, math, reading, science or social studies family nights

· schedule activities/workshops such as: Title I Days, Donuts for Dads, Coffee Talk, Muffins for Moms, Lunch Buddies, volunteer programs, classroom observations etc.;

· make home visits as necessary to further assist/communicate with families;

· provide families with helpful community resources as needed, and

· provide funding under this part for child care and transportation as necessary for families to attend school activities, conferences, workshops, meetings, etc.

CPSB Title I schools will ensure that information related to the school and family programs, meetings, and other activities, is sent to the families of participating children in a format/language (upon request) and, to the extent practicable, for parents to understand. Such items may include, meeting/workshop notices, newsletters, phone calls, notes home from the teacher(s), community resources, parent brochures, spring survey, etc.  Interpreters and Translators will be used to assist family members at various parent/school activities as needed.
CPSB Title I schools will notify families of children attending Title I schools identified for school improvement by sending a letter to the families stating the reason for the identification and how parents can become involved.

CPSB Title I schools will notify families when students are taught by a teacher who is not highly qualified under NCLB for four or more consecutive weeks by sending a letter to the families.

Louisiana’s only official PIRC-Parent Information and Resource Center, Louisiana Promise, is in Shreveport, LA.  Louisiana Promise-Parent Information and Resource Center 520 Olive Street, Suite C-4 Shreveport, LA  71104 1.866.751.6958 http://www.lpirc.org
Family members may reference, for further information, the entire law in Section 1118 of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Title I, Part, Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantage at www.ed.gov/programs/titleiparta/parentinvguid.doc. 
PART 3. ADOPTION

This District-wide Family Involvement Policy has been developed jointly with, and agreed on with, family members of children participating in the Title I, Part A programs, as evidenced by meeting agendas at the district and school level.

This policy was adopted by Calcasieu Parish Public Schools Title I ATP on       April 28, 2009

and will be in effect for the period of one year. CPSB will distribute this policy to all families of participating Title I, Part A, children upon adoption.

       Loree L. Smith





April 28, 2009



Loree L. Smith, Coordinator Family Involvement
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