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Calcasieu Parish Schools’ Technology Department

Request For Proposal

I-TEC Model Classroom Grant
2007 - 2008
Implementing a Technology-Enriched Curriculum

        A Project of the Calcasieu Parish School System Technology Department

Overview:

The CPSB Technology Department believes that technology proficient teachers and 21st century tools for learning are critical for increasing student achievement and meeting NCLB requirements.  CPSB Technology department I-TEC model classroom grants will provide opportunities for teachers to engage in high-quality professional development and lead other colleagues in professional growth. The structure of the I-TEC model classroom grant will provide teachers with opportunities for collegial reflection about their experiences.

Purpose: 

· To recognize exemplary teaching that elevates student learning in K-12 schools.

· To offer a model environment for pre-service teachers, classroom teachers and administrators to observe technology-infused quality teaching and learning.

· To collect data via action research by reflecting upon current teaching practices and improvement of student achievement using technology.

· To support efforts to develop and implement creative ideas that result in high student achievement.

Description:

· I-TEC Model Classroom Grants will be awarded to applicants who demonstrate effective technology-based strategies that support and enhance curriculum providing a catalyst for fundamental change in the overall teaching and learning processes. 

· I-TEC Model Classroom participants should demonstrate strengths incorporating these five critical areas (1) new designs for learning; (2) best pedagogical practices; (3) curriculum standards; (4) classroom management techniques; and (5) emerging technology skills. 

· Participants should demonstrate leadership abilities and possess the collaborative skills to work in a high profile environment. 

· Deadline for submitting anI-TEC Application Proposal is noon on Tuesday, December 11, 2007.  

· Interviews will be conducted during the week of December 17, 2007 by a committee.
· The I-TEC Model Classroom Grant will provide the following technology equipment and materials: a Promethean ActivBoard, 3 multimedia computers, software, one digital projector, one laser printer, and one digital camera.
· The quality of the application and proposed plan will be a significant factor in determining funding.
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Requirements:

· Eligibility is limited to Calcasieu Parish Schools’ classroom teachers, with at least three years classroom experience, who work directly with students in K-12 core curriculum areas and plan to remain in the classroom for at least three years. 

· Applicants are required to produce a final technology “product” each year representing their progress towards their 3-year PGP (i.e. website, CD-ROM, electronic portfolio, video, multi-media presentation, etc.).
· Applicants must attach a copy of his/her current resume and teaching certificate.

· Two original letters of support for must accompany the proposal.  One should be from the applicant’s current principal and the other letter should be from a teacher colleague on the school staff. 

· Applicants must assure that technology is infused into their PGP that:
(1) meets local and state content standards; 

(2) contains direct links between content standards from two or more curriculum areas and the State Technology Guidelines. 


Preference will be given to projects that exemplify a rigorous curriculum model with high learning expectations for the 21st Century learner.

Commitment:
I-TEC Model Classroom Grant recipient must agree to the following:


· commit to a minimum of three years to the I-TEC Classroom environment which will involve ongoing administrative and peer observations;
· submit the following classroom samples as part of an electronic portfolio in the I-TEC Blackboard site to be used as a staff development assessment tool: student samples, ongoing monthly journal reflections, digital pictures, digital video clips, alternative assessment samples;

· post at least one Making Connections lesson plan online per semester;

· participate and complete all activities in the I-TEC  Blackboard collaborative environment;

· satisfactorily complete at least one online course per year via the CPSB Blackboard (cost covered by CPSB Technology Department);
· integrate technology units and activities that utilize technology resources to support standards-based learning;

· attend the fall and spring I-TEC Model Classroom collaborative meetings (release time is provided by the district);

· present at local Region V TNT Conference (cost covered by CPSB Technology Department);

· serve as curriculum and technology leaders for both school and district;
· create, utilize and maintain a current Blackboard site for use with students for at least the three year grant cycle.
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Grant Proposal Checklist:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Application Cover Form

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Current Resume 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Teaching Certificate
             FORMCHECKBOX 
  Narrative

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Letters of Support:
1) Current Principal
  

          
2) Colleague


Deadline:

The original application for the I-TEC Model Classroom Grant Proposal must be submitted by noon on Tuesday, December 11, 2007 to:

Sheryl Abshire, Administrative Coordinator of Technology

C & I Building, Room 107

600 South Shattuck Street

Lake Charles, LA 70601

Notification:

I-TEC Model Classroom Grant awards will be announced no later than Friday, December 21, 2007.
For Questions:  E-Mail - kim.leblanc@cpsb.org
        

Contact Information:



Sheryl Abshire


Administrative Coordinator of Technology



Office Phone:
217.4100
Kim Leblanc



CPSB eLearning Coordinator



Office Phone:
217.4120 ext. 1028


Diane Mason



Tech Training Center Coordinator



Office Phone:
217.4120 ext. 1022
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Narrative


(Please be clear and concise. Applications should focus on quality rather than quantity of writing.)
	I.   Describe an innovative technology activity/project that you implemented in your classroom during the past year.  How was student achievement impacted? 
              Attach a lesson plan and student work sample to support the
              activity or project you described above.  


	II. Describe the instructional strategies that you incorporate into your daily lesson design.  Give specific examples of your “best practices” which should include:

· managing technology in the classroom

· student use of technology

· assessment and evaluation

· parental/community involvement



	III. Reflect upon your current practice and the role of technology within your classroom by describing your personal areas of strength using technology as well as areas that you would like to improve upon.  



	IV. Describe the most significant change within your classroom that will affect student achievement if you are awarded the ITEC Model Classroom grant.  
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      APPLICATION COVER FORM

	APPLICANT 

	Name:
	     

	School:
	     

	School Mailing Address:
	     

	School Phone:
	     

	School Fax:
	     

	Preferred E-Mail:
	     

	Alternate E-Mail:
	     

	Home Phone:
	     

	Grade level(s) you currently teach:
	     

	Subject(s) you currently teach:
	     

	
If selected I will fulfill all commitments and requirements associated with the I-TEC model classroom grant.  I understand that if I can not fulfill my commitment to the grant all equipment and software received will be returned to the Technology Training Department.



	Applicant’s Signature
	
	Principal’s Signature

	     
	
	     

	Date
	
	Date
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