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From the Director’s Desk  
   
 

 

 “We believe that you are a student of promise and that your promise 
continues here at the 

 Lake Charles-Boston Academy of Learning.” 
 
Greetings from the faculty and staff of the Lake Charles‐Boston Academy of Learning.  
Have you ever thought about year‐round school? Well, we have it at the Academy. 
Our New Credit Summer School Program is in full gear and currently registering 
students for the summer of 2010 classes. We offer two blocks of classes daily in the 
summer, beginning June 1st and ending July 30th. Students can take one or two 
classes during the summer depending upon their needs. The first block of class is 
from 7:00 A.M. – 10:55 A.M. and the second block of class is from 10:55 A.M. –  
3:05 P.M. 
 
This coming summer will be our third summer for the program. If last summer is any 
indication, we expect a very large crowd! Our first summer program had 171 students 
enrolled. Last summer, 213 students took advantage of the course offerings. Students 
from every high school enrolled in summer classes. Some students were trying to 
earn credits to catch up with their class; some were trying to get ahead of their class, 
while some were earning their final credits to graduate. Whatever the reason, New 
Credit Summer School may be right for you. 
 
The school system provides transportation for those students that cannot drive 
themselves to class. Transportation is provided to and from each student’s home high 
school. In addition, the City of Lake Charles provides a free lunch to each student 
through the Summer Feeding Program. What a treat! Our summer school program 
costs $20 payable with the registration form. 
 
Students finishing the 8th grade and going to high school are also taking advantage of 
some of the course offerings. Some of these “rising freshmen” will earn their first 
high school credits during the summer.  
 
To find out more about our New Credit Summer School and to see the summer 
course catalogue, log on to our website at http://lakecharles‐boston.cpsb.org. We 
hope to see you in class this summer! 
 

 
 

I am a sophomore at Lagrange 
Senior High. I participate in 
several recreational and school 
activities and still maintain a 
4.0 grade point average. I’m 
in NJROTC at my school and 
interested in going into the 
Navy after college. I’m a 
student athletic trainer for our 
football team. I’m also in the 
National Honor Society and 
serve as secretary for the 
sophomore student council. I 
plan to attend LSU or 
Southern University and get a 
bachelor‘s in athletic training 
and a master’s degree in 
physical therapy. 
 



February is Career and 
Technical Education Month 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Valentine’s Day is 
celebrated in various American 
and European countries by the 
exchange of valentines or love 
tokens. Valentine’s Day is on 
February 14.  Here are some 
interesting facts about 
Valentine’s Day: 
 
 Valentine's Day began to be 

popularly celebrated around 
the seventeenth century in 
Great Britain. 

 The oldest known valentine 
card is on display at the 
British Museum. 

 Esther A. Howland began to 
sell the first mass-produced 
valentines in America in the 
1840s. Howland is known as 
the Mother of the Valentine. 

 About 85 percent of all 
valentines are purchased by 
women. 

 In order of popularity, 
Valentine's Day cards are 
given to teachers, children, 
mothers, wives, 
sweethearts and pets. 

 The red rose was the 
favorite flower of Venus, the 
Roman goddess of love. 
Since red stands for strong 
feelings, red rose is a flower 
of love 

 

 
 

Opinion Poll 
What are you doing to do for Mardi Gras this year? 
 

 
Mr. Adkins  
– “Going to 
the beach 
and boiling 
crawfish” 
 

Jess M.  
– “Partyin 
‘whoop’ 
‘whoop’ 
(who dat)” 

Vanessa N  
– 
“Sleeping, 
being with 
friends” 

Ke’shonna 
D. – 

 
“Dance in 

the parade” 

Mrs. Mhire – 
 
 
“Party in New 
Orleans” 

Mr. King –  
 
 
“Party with Mr. 
Richard” 

Open House 
 
On January 25, Lake Charles Boston Academy opened its doors for the second 
annual open house.  Teachers and students were there to welcome the public and 
display their course information.  We even served snacks and pizza!  If you missed 
our open house and would like more information about the courses we offer, visit 
our website @ http://lakecharles‐boston.cpsb.org.  
 

   

   

   
  



 

Teacher Spotlight – 
Arlene Cain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Career and Technical News 
 

Drafting Design Technology  

Our Mission:  Design and build a box to protect an egg from a two story 
drop to the concrete below. 
Our Results:  Success! (though some results were scrambled) 
 

 
  
~Submitted by Mrs. LeBlanc, Drafting Instructor 

Forensics Science students examining blood splatter. 

 
 
~Submitted by Mrs. Davis, Forensic Science Instructor 
 
 
Sports Medicine  
 

Kayla S. from LaGrange High School is a Sports 
Medicine student at the Academy.  She 
volunteered to participate in the high school 
spring physicals sponsored by Lake Charles 
Memorial Hospital Sports Medicine on 
Saturday, January 9th.  The physicals were 
offered at a reduced rate for area athletes who 
needed a physical exam in order to play sports. 
The athletes are screened for cardiovascular 

and musculoskeletal deficiencies and provided with recommendations by 
sports medicine professionals.  Kayla was among the group of high 
school students who worked with physicians, nurses, and certified 
athletic trainers to provide this service. 

 
~Submitted by Alex Dibbley, Sports Medicine Instructor 
 
 
 

I have lived and taught in 
Calcasieu Parish for over 28 
years.  I taught at Sam Houston, 
Barbe and now currently at Lake 
Charles Boston Academy of 
Learning.  At LCBA, I teach 
Physics Distance Learning and 
Advanced Placement Physics.  I 
very much enjoy teaching 
science.  Science careers run in 
my family.  I come from a family 
of engineers,  a computer 
scientist, and  a NASA scientist.  I 
teach physics both face to face 
and online.  I recently became a 
state certified online instructor.  
The online environment is a 
growing field of educational 
technology.  Already many 
colleges and universities offer 
their courses online.  I love 
working  with students during 
laboratory activities.  I am a 
technology oriented person.   I 
find it fun to learn new ways to 
use different types of technology 
in the classroom and in online 
situations to help students learn. 
 
I have two sons who both 
graduated from Sam Houston.  
My oldest, Holden, lives in 
Indianapolis and my youngest, 
Ryan, lives in Los Angeles.  I 
have three grandchildren.  We all 
use “Skype” to visit each other.  I 
enjoy hiking, birding, camping, 
traveling and playing with my 
dachshund Gypsy. 
 
During my teaching career I have 
accomplished: 
*National Board Certification in 
Young Adult Science 
*2008 LaCUE regional and State 
Teacher of the Year 
*LSTA Science Teacher of the Year 
*Louisiana Teacher of the Year 
parish, regional, and state 
*The Ohaus Innovation Award 
*Tandy Technology Science 
Educator of the Year 
*1997 LaCUE Educator of the Year 
*Albert Einstein Distinguished 
Fellowship 
*Department of Energy Teacher 
Research Associate 



 

 
 
 

 

Digital Media and Web Design juniors from Sulphur High 
School – Lori C. and Aaron M. certified as Adobe Certified Associate in 
Visual Communication.  They are the first students in the parish to 
achieve this certification.  They now have the opportunity to pursue two 
more Adobe certifications in Web Communication and Rich Media.  
Congratulations -  

 

 
~Submitted by Mrs. Fiser, Web Design/Digital Media Instructor 

 

 

The First Responder class has been very busy! Just look at how 
exhausted they all look! This six weeks they have been busy earning 14 
(YES 14!!!) certifications from the Emergency Management Institute, 
affiliated with U.S. Department of Homeland Security & FEMA. All of the 
classes were taken on line and deal with the National Incident Command 
System or National Response Framework (still part of NICS) in various 
situations, including effective communications and decision 
making/problem solving. Watch out! A couple dealt with hazard material 
and emergency planning for schools. 
 

 
 

~Submitted by Mrs. Mhire, EMT Instructor 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Advanced Studies News    
 

ESL classes The intermediate high school ESL (English-as-a-second 
language) students have just finished reading The Call of the Wild  by 
Jack London; they have learned about the gold rush in the Yukon at the 
turn of the nineteenth century and the harsh conditions suffered by both 
men and their sled dogs.  They are now working on researching Mardi 
Gras and making a brochure for the holiday.  The beginning high school 
students have recently read and discussed such topics such as peer 
pressure, real-life superheroes, like the Tiffin Men in India who deliver 
hot lunches daily to workers in Mumbai, entertainers such as Shakira and 
Zhang Ziyi, and Cirque du Soleil, a world-known circus troupe that 
travels all over the world.  In both classes the students are also studying 
English grammar, pronunciation, listening, and speaking skills. The 
students have certainly improved their abilities to speak and read 
English. 

 

~Submitted by Mrs. Dewey, ESL High School Instructor 

Not only were the early explorers fascinated with the New World but also 
were the students in Mrs. Blalock's middle school ESL classes!  Projects 
such as clay artifacts, comic strips, and mobiles displayed facts about the 
ancient tribes of the Aztecs, Mayans, and Incan Indians. For January 
18th, with a timeline on Martin Luther King, students created a timeline 
of their own lives and wrote personal narratives or a rhymed poem about 
a memorable event. They then examined the early slave trade and made 
maps on the early explorers to the Americas. After locating the Thirteen 
Colonies, students compared the economy and resources of the early 
colonies to those states today. 

 

~Submitted by Mrs. Blalock, ESL Middle School Instructor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

How much do you 
know about the 

tradition of  
 

 
 Take a QUIZ 

 
1. What does Mardi Gras 

mean? 
2. What is the religious 

name for Mardi Gras? 
3. Mardi Gras events are 

organized by private 
clubs known as ___? 

4. What is hidden inside 
a king cake? 

5. What are traditional 
Mardi Gras colors? (3) 

6. What are the coins 
tossed from floats 
called? 

7. If you lived in Brazil, 
what is Mardi Gras 
called? 

 
Answers on the last page 

 

 

Fine Arts News 
 

COMMERCIAL MEDIA 

 
Commercial Media Art Student, 
Malcolm O. has an extraordinary gift 
for creating small sculptures.  
Malcolm is pictured below creating 
animals that will encircle his globe as 
part of his Earth Counts ~ Green 
Matters entry.   The Calcasieu Parish 
K-12 art exhibit will open at Imperial 
Calcasieu Museum next month. 
Malcolm’s global concern message is 
about the trade off of urban progress 
for habitat destruction.  

 
Commercial Media students were inspired by the success of “Where the 
Wild Things Are” and have been busy creating their own Wild Things.  
Students explored 2-D and 3-D processes for creating, developing, and 
marketing “Wild Things”. 
 
 
 

 

 

Pictured below is a sampling of more 
creatures Malcolm 
created out of 
“Sculpey”.  If you are 
interested in Malcolm 
creating a creature for 
you drop by the art 
room and talk with 
Malcolm. 



 

 
 

 

AP STUDIO ART 

These works of art were created as part of a series of five images for the 
Concentration portion of the AP Portfolio submission to the College Board by 
Ashlyn D.  Ashlyn is a junior at Sam Houston High School enrolled in the Academy 
AP Studio Art class.  Her works deal with surrealism—imagery based on distorting 
ordinary objects and placing them within new contexts.  
 

3-D Art 
Pictured at right is a completed wire and stocking sculpture created by 
Freshman 3-D student Britney S. from Vinton High School.  
Following completion of stained glass stepping stones 3-D Academy art 
students try their hand at fusing and slumping stained glass.  Here are two 
student examples of fused and slumped stained glass dishes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~Submitted by Mrs. Yancey  

 

 



 
 

 
Event Calendar 

 
School Testing: 
 February 8th-12th GEE 

Retest for Seniors [Iowa 
High] 

 February 8th-March 12th 
Leap Testing [All Schools] 

Dances: 
 February 6th Sadie’s  Dance 

[La Grange High] 
 February 6th Twirp Dance 

[Barbe High] 
Holidays: 
 February 15th-16th Mardi 

Gras Holiday 
Six Week Periods Info:  
 Mid-Six Week – February 4th 
 Fourth Six Week Ends- 

February 26th 
 
-------------------------------- 
 
Mardi Gras quiz answers:  
1)Fat Tuesday 2) Shrove Tuesday 
3) krewes 4) plastic baby 5) purple, 
gold, and green 6) doubloons 7) 
Carnival 
 
-------------------------------- 

Contact Us:  

 
1509 Enterprise Blvd. 
Lake Charles, LA  70601 
Phone:  337.217.4390 
Fax:       337-217-4391 
Website: 
http://lakecharles-boston.cpsb.org 
Questions or comments 
about this newsletter,  
e-mail: 
renee.fiser@cpsb.org 

 

This newsletter is created by 
Digital/Web Design students 
at LCB Academy of Learning. 

This six weeks, the newsletter 
editor(s) were Marshawna G. 
and Jamarick V.  

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Jamarick V. 


