VOL 2

1509 Enterprise Blvd.
Lake Charles, La 70601
337.217.4390

03

this issue
1
2
4
R.E.A.C.H. News 5
Fine Art News 6

From the Director’s Desk/Student Spotlight
Career and Technical News
Advanced Studies News/Christmas Quiz

From the Director’s Desk by Charles Adkins
Student Spotlight

Joel J.
Parents:
Gurvis and Lydia J.
School:
LaGrange High School
Grade: 12th
Extracurricular Activities:
The LaGrange “Gator”
Band (Trumpet Section
leader), LaGrange Stu‐
dent Council.
Plans after high school:
Attend Loyola University,
University of New Or‐
leans, or Grambling State
University and major in
Graphic Design.
Joel is the winner of the
Digital Media Postcard
Contest . His winning de‐
sign is shown below.

Greetings from the faculty and staff of the Lake Charles‐
Boston Academy of Learning. Plans have been finalized for our
New Credit Summer School 2011 Program. As mentioned earlier,
we will be adding French II, physics, and journey to careers as part
of our new offerings for the summer of 2011. We have had numer‐
ous requests from high school parents to offer French II due to limited availability of classes
for their students. In addition, the journey to careers course is going to be a much needed
course as students entering high school move toward completing their graduation require‐
ments. We are excited this summer to be able to offer physics. This will give students want‐
ing to take physics the opportunity to concentrate all of their efforts on physics rather than it
being one of seven subjects they are pursuing during the regular school year.
Another new development this summer will be one section of remedial chemistry for
qualified students. Chemistry shows up as a required course for many of our diploma tracks
and for students pursuing TOPS. We hope that this class will give students that were not suc‐
cessful in the regular school year a chance to earn the remedial credit during the summer. To
date, chemistry as a remedial course has not been offered in the parish and we hope that this
will be an opportunity for students to catch up. Class size will be limited to twenty (20) stu‐
dents who finished the regular school year with a final average between 50 and 59 AND at
least a 20 on the ACT or in place of the ACT score, a TOPS GPA of 2.5. We believe that reme‐
dial chemistry will be difficult, but if a qualified student is willing to commit to the rigor of
summer school, they will be successful.
Registration for summer school will begin in February. Packets will be delivered to
counselors at each high school when we return from our Christmas break. On another note,
we will change our course offering opportunities during the regular school year from the cur‐
rent three hour block to a standard two hour block. This will increase the opportunities for
students and counselors to be able to schedule LCB Academy classes. Be looking for our 2011
‐2012 course listings in the next issue of this newsletter.
Until then, on behalf of the faculty, staff, and student body of the Lake Charles‐
Boston Academy, we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

“We believe you are a student of promise
and your promise continues here”

Digital Media and Web Design ~ Renee’ Fiser
Digital media students are busy creating memory movies to give as Christmas gifts to their
families. The students edit old photos and set the photos to music using Photoshop and
different video and audio editing software. The end product is a DVD their families will
cherish. In web design, the students are creating an electronic‐portfolio to send to
colleges and/or prospective employers.

Computer Networking Students in Action ~Mike Richard
Students from computer networking basics and routers & routing basics were asked to
repair and organize the networked computer lab in the LCBA library. The first phase of
the project was to rewire the lab and organize the network cables. All existing cables
were tested and bad cables were re‐terminated or new cables were custom built to fit
the new paths for organization purposes. Once all network cabling concerns were ad‐
dressed, the next phase involved organizing the power cords, monitor cables, keyboard
cables and mouse cables. Once that was completed, the students could then turn their
attention to the computers in the lab. Students diagnosed computers that had hard‐
ware issues, re‐imaged hard drives with operating
system issues, and tested network connectivity for
each computer on the network. The class will work as
a group to develop policies and a set of rules to be
put in place in order to keep this lab in good working
condition. These classes will perform routine mainte‐
nance throughout the year and monitor the lab’s per‐
formance. Our goal is the keep this lab running
smoothly to provide students access to this facility.
Grant L. from Iowa High School

First Responder
The emergency medical responders
(aka…1st responders) show off their com‐
pletion certificates. In no particular order
Tayla B., Markeeta C., Cody E., Brittany J.,
Brandon K., Brittany L., Charlissia R.

Teacher Spotlight

Two representatives (Chris Bearb & Kari
Douget) from Acadian Ambulance getting
the EMR class ready to do ride time during
the Christmas holidays!!

Sports Medicine
Mr. Dibbley's sports medicine class participated in an ankle taping
tournament while studying a section on taping and bandaging
techniques. Students were evaluated based on speed and accuracy. All the
students enjoyed participating in the contest, and they showed great im‐
provement in their techniques along the way.

I have spent the last 16
years working as an athletic
trainer and I am in my 3rd
year of teaching Sports
Medicine and Allied Health
at the LCB Academy. On
the side, I serve as the athletic trainer for the Sam
Houston football team and
I’m a PRN athletic trainer
for Lake Charles Memorial
Hospital. Other responsibilities include serving as a
clinical instructor (mentor)
for the McNeese Athletic
Training Education Program
and chairing the newly
formed Secondary School
Committee of the LATA. I
really love sports medicine/
athletic training because it is
the perfect mix of teaching,
sports and service to others.
In the past, I have
worked for other school
districts in Texas and Louisiana as a teacher/athletic
trainer, and I have worked
for an orthopedist and a PT
clinic. Through various outreach programs, I have covered athletics for over 20
high schools, and I have the
baseball cap collection to
prove it.

Morning Champion:

Afternoon Champion:

Dentzel B. (Sulphur)

Madison V. (Sam Houston)

The LCBA Spotlight is created by Digital Media students, the editor of this newsletter is Lori C.
For more information about the newsletter e‐mail renee.fiser@cpsb.org

I am married to Jennifer
Dibbley and have 4 great
kids under the age of 8,
Tanner, Alexis, Collin and
Landon, none of whom can
get enough of their daddy
when he’s home.

Christmas Quiz
(answers below)

1. What is the best sell‐
ing Christmas Movie
of all time?
2. What is “Santa Claus’”
real name?
3. How many reindeer
pull Santa’s sleigh?
4. Who is Santa Claus’s
lead reindeer?
5. Where does the
Grinch live?
6. What did Frosty the
Snowman have for a
nose?
7. How many gifts would
you receive if you re‐
ceived all the gifts in
the christmas song,
“The Twelve Days of
Christmas?”
8. What is the name of
Tiny Tim’s father in
the story, “A Christ‐
mas Carol?”
9. In the song, “Winter
Wonderland,” who do
we pretend the snow‐
man is?
10. The Grinch cleaned
out the icebox. He
even took the last can
of what?

ESL Middle School

~Gerry Blalock

Feliz Navidad! Joyeaux Noel! After learning about ex‐
plorers in American history, students in the beginning ESL class
researched Christmas customs in Spain, France, and England.
Then, they were able to see what immigrants from these Euro‐
pean countries have brought to America. Students made paper
dolls of Santa Claus, snowmen, and wreaths with facts in sen‐
tences from their research. They hung these on the class
Christmas tree along with their clay models of endangered ani‐
mals.
After learning about animals and threatened wildlife in the
ecoregions of the world, students in the intermediate ESL class
read fables online and completed graphic organizers on fiction
elements and morals. Then, using animals they studied, they
wrote fables with a partner and created hand puppets to pre‐
sent them to the class. To correlate with The Secret Garden
novel, students examined India and other cultures in Southeast
Asia.
Not only do ESL students come from other parts of the
world, but they also study other cultures that are foreign to them!

ESL High School ~Linda Dewey
The high school ESL class joined in the adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark
Twain. After reading and discussing the book, they saw the movie about the boy who
was always in and out of trouble. For our Daily Oral Language
(DOL) section before Christmas, they learned about holiday cus‐
toms in the United States. After Christmas break, the class will
head up north to Alaska while studying The Call of the Wild, a
novel, and "To Build a Fire," a short story; both selections were
written by Jack London. In between adventures, the students
practiced the following reading skills: main idea and details, mak‐
ing inferences, and summarizing. In writing, the students learned
how to combine several short sentences with similar ideas to
form one meaningful, descriptive sentence.

1) A Christmas Story
2) Saint Nicholas
3) Nine
4) Rudolph the Rednosed Reindeer
5) WhoVille
6) A button nose
7) 78
8) Bob Cratchit
9) Parson Brown
10) Who-Hash

We are actively working! We are studying about many interesting things such as nocturnal animals,
mammals, and how animals use echolocation to hunt prey. We are also studying art inspired by
Claude Monet. The students had a great time creating paintings with nature scenes using pointil‐
lism and creating a bird’s nest using tear art. A postcard exchange has taken us on a trip all across
the USA, exploring fascinating facts about other places and people. Through multidisciplinary
teaching, the students are increasing their vocabulary and strengthening thinking skills.

A learning environment for first graders which inspires, motivates, and challenges children of high potential to
achieve the highest degree of success.

