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Watch our Lip dub video
More than 300 LCB Academy students came together in an amazing feat to create this
one of kind music video produced by the Television Production class.
The video below is streaming and requires Adobe Reader 6 / Acrobat 6 or later.
The full video can also be viewed on School Tube - here.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

From the Director’s Desk
by Charles Adkins

Jesse C.
I’m Jessie C., and I’m happy to be in LCB’s
Spotlight.
I’m a senior from Westlake High
School taking advantage of the gifted
and AP programs offered here at LCB
Academy. I’m enrolled in three AP
courses this year, and I plan to put the
college credit hours that I hope to earn
and have already earned toward an
education at Louisiana State University,
where I’ll major in English.
I’m not quite sure yet what I
want to do when I grow up. In fact, I’m
not even sure I want to grow up. To be
honest, I’d be a student forever if I could
get away with it. Alas…
Outside of the Academy, I serve
as Band Captain and Trumpet Section
Leader (yes, that had to be capitalized;
it’s a trumpet thing) for the Westlake
High School Ram Band. I like to put my
knowledge to the test participating as
Varsity Team Captain on the Westlake
High Quiz Bowl Team.
When I’m not at school, I like to
just relax with my friends, watch movies,
read books, and take the occasional midafternoon nap when I can find the time
for it.
That’s about it, really. I’m hoping
this year will be my best, both
academically and socially. I’ll graduate in
May, and right now my plan is to run off
to Baton Rouge, but I’ll miss everyone at
the Academy.se year has been pretty epic,

Lake Charles Boston Academy of Learning
1509 Enterprise Boulevard
Lake Charles, Louisiana 70605
337-217-4390

Greetings from the faculty and staff
of the Lake Charles-Boston Academy of
Learning. This year, the Academy
returned to offering coursework in two
hour blocks rather than three hour blocks. This was the
original format first offered in the
2007-08 school year. The three hour block
proved difficult for students to work into their already crowded
schedule. We are hoping that the two hour blocks will be more
beneficial to the scheduling process for students and counselors.
Our September 1st enrollment count indicates that the Academy
programs are continuing to attract more students. Keep in mind that
the Academy lost two programs (Pre-K and Pharmacy Tech) for the
current school year due to budget cuts. However, our current
programs are reaching 260 high school students, 68 middle school
students, and 108 elementary students for a total September 1st
enrollment of 436 students. This compares to 408 students being
served at the same time in 2010. Hopefully as the economy improves,
the Academy will be able to restore some of the programs lost during
the budget processes of the past.
The LCB Academy also provides itinerant teachers that serve
programs at Barbe, Bell City, LaGrange, Sam Houston, Sulphur,
Vinton, and Starks Schools. These class enrollments are not included in
the figures reported above. Most of the Academy itinerant positions
are in the mathematics field while one is for Advanced Placement
Social Studies. We hope to feature our itinerant staff in the next
newsletter edition.
Also starting soon will be the Music Mastery Program for students in
high school and middle school. Last year, 273 students took
advantage of the program and earned elective credit while studying
with recognized music instructors from throughout the parish. These
students represent the parish as a group in spring festival
competitions.
Great things are happening at the LCB Academy. We hope that you
take the opportunity to come by and visit with us!

For questions or comments
about this newsletter, e-mail
renee.fiser@cpsb.org

First Responder by Sally Mhire
All the students have already been certified in CPR and are
working toward their First Responder certification.

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT –
SALLY MHIRE
Hi, My name is Sally Mhire. Allow me
to tell you a little about myself.
I'm a nationally registered paramedic
and state certified firefighter. I've been
teaching here in Calcasieu Parish for
eight years, trying to convey my
passion for my profession!
I love what I do! I'm still actively
teaching at the fire department in
Iowa, which is where I live along with
my grown daughter, Mandy .
I won't mention the fact that we share
our house with three cats and three
dogs. I also have a grown son living in
Lake Charles.

Drafting
Drafting students are gearing up for a new year. All students will be using the latest
version of computer aided drafting software, AutoCAD 2012. Drafting I students are
beginning their introduction to AutoCAD so they can design their first project, The Egg
Drop Challenge. Check the next newsletter for the results of the Egg Drop Challenge.

Mr. Dibbley’s Sports Medicine
class studied and applied various taping
techniques, emergency procedures, and
therapeutic modalities. Samples of the
students’ experiences are included in these
pictures (worth several thousand words).

Web Design/Digital Media by Renee’ Fiser
The Digital Media/Web Design students have been busy
creating a personal website using HTML and JavaScript.
Some of these students have even uploaded these sites to
the Internet. They are now learning Adobe Dreamweaver
and will begin creating an electronic portfolio and business
websites. They are also learning how to use digital cameras
and manipulate objects in Photoshop. They have created
various logos, collages, and nameplates. This is the
beginning of many more projects to come.
The students also learned how to develop the digital
newsletter you are reading, which is sent out to all CPSB
employees, parents, and students. .

Health Science I
by Shawn Johnson
Health Science I is an introductory course for
students who are interested in the medical
profession. It provides an opportunity to explore
different health occupations including registered
nursing, pharmacy, physical therapy, and
physicians. Emphasis is placed on medical
terminology, vital signs, infection control,
practices, geriatric care, anatomy, and
physiology.
During the 1st nine week period, students
learned the history of health care. It began
about 4000 and has evolved into our 21st
century system. We discussed Joseph Lister, who
developed disinfectants and antiseptics during
surgery. Rene’ Laennex, invented the
stethoscope. Florence Nightingale, is the
founder of modern day nursing. The students
learned how the contribution of computer
technology has advanced medical science of the
21st century.
The students were also given the
opportunity to explore health career
occupations and research job duties, salaries,
and educational requirements. They also made
posters of their career choice.

Computer Networking Basics/
Routers and Routing Basics by Michael Richard
Installs New Data Racks
During the summer, six industry standard data racks were
installed in the Computer Networking classroom. Each rack
contains two Cisco Catalyst switches, a Cisco 1841 integrated
services router (ISR), a power management system, a 24-port
patch panel, and a Windows XP computer. With the addition of
these racks and equipment students are allowed to configure
serial Wide Area Network (WAN) links and connect multiple
Local Area Network (LAN) links. Students are able to configure
their labs on the same type of equipment that is found in
industry. These stations are also used for students’ skills based
assessments.

Early Childhood Education
By Bridgette Culpepper

The early childhood education students hit the ground
running this year. By the last week of September all of the
students had chosen a cooperating teacher and were
observing in their classrooms. We would like to thank the
following schools for sharing the talents of their teachers
and students with us: Frasch Elementary, Oak Park
Elementary, Kaufman Elementary, Fairview Elementary,
E.K. Key Elementary, Maplewood Elementary, Pearl
Watson Elementary and Kennedy Elementary.

Teaching Professions
By Bridgette Culpepper
The teaching professions students are working on items
to include in their education portfolios. They have also
completed observations in early childhood,
elementary, middle school, high school and special
education. They are narrowing down their choices of
classrooms that they would like to work in for the rest
of the year….but they still managed to take some time
to enjoy the filming of the LCB Academy lipdub.

Television Production by Pam Dixon
LCB Academy Lip Dub
Television Production (TVP) students produced a campus-wide music video to promote school spirit and the unique
classes offered at the Academy. Several hundred LCBA students, and even Principal Charlie Adkins, participated. The
music video was produced lip dub style. Students in all the LCBA classes dressed up, created props and lip-synced the
lyrics to Katy Perry's Firework as TVP students moved through the classrooms and hallways videotaping on a high
definition Panasonic camcorder. TVP students dubbed in the music and walla! the school's first lip dub was created.
Click here to check it out. (School Tube link )

Stop Motion Animation
Academy TV students are creating stop motion animation videos that can be seen at the City of Lake Charles "Merry
Christmas, Charlie Brown" Peanuts exhibit from November 4-January 31 at the Historic City Hall at 1001 Ryan Street. As
part of Academy TV's J ust Plain Nutty! video, students used a stop motion animation technique to bring everyday
objects to life in zany ways. Each 30 second video consists of hundreds of still images that create the illusion of
movement when the images are edited in a sequence. You can also watch the videos at
http://www.schooltube.com/organization/151040/Lake%20Charles-Boston%20Academy%20of%20Learning?order=-id starting in
November

Law Studies by Ken Brown
Was Martha Monroe, a fictitious wife who shot her husband three times in the back while he was
sleeping, innocent of murder? That was the main issue in the Law Studies students’ first mock trial of
the year—State v. Martha Monroe. In conducting their first mock trial of the year the Law Studies
students learned how much work must go into preparing a court case before it can actually proceed to
trial. The students handled every aspect of preparing the case--reading through the witness
statements, researching the law, researching Battered Women’s’ Syndrome, preparing questions for the
witnesses, and preparing opening/closing statements. When the trial date actually appeared, the
students found out that their hard work preparing the case paid off as they looked like pros when they
tried their case to a jury of their peers. As for Martha…well let’s just say I hope she looks good in stripes.

Lib Dub and
Homecoming Week

AP Physics by Jonathan B.
AP Physics is more than just a lot of math
and history, it is an exciting course that
allows students to more carefully and
skillfully analyze the physical, mechanical,
and fundamental aspects of day to day life,
like motion, dynamics, light, and so on. So
far in AP Physics we have covered the basic
fundamentals (measurements, conversions,
trigonometry, graphing) and motion
(velocity, displacement, and acceleration).
Our labs have allowed us to determine the
average velocity of moving objects and led
us to find the acceleration of objects as well
as the effects of gravity on falling objects.
Here we are collecting data and calculating
where our cannon ball, aka marble, will hit
the ground.

The AP English classes had a visitor the morning of October 7,
2011. Meghan Hanks, of the Leadership Center, visited with
the junior and senior AP English classes about career
exploration. The presentation incorporated hands-on
applications with iPads provided (or loaned) by Ms. Hanks.
Interested students are welcome to apply for the Career
Explorations program, which involves actually visiting local
organizations, including Million-Air, the courthouse, the jail,
and various small businesses. The program also culminates
with a trip to Washington, D.C.
-

Andrea McFarland, teacher

Mrs. Wamsley’s students
Over the summer, I read The Hunger Games as a part of a
summer assignment for Mrs. Wamsley’s class. I’m not a big
reader, but it’s nice to find a book I really like and that can
keep my attention for awhile. To be honest, at the
beginning, I wasn’t impressed. But after I read more of the
book and the action kicked off, I couldn’t stop reading it.
The book is all about post-apocalyptic America
(which is now Panem) where food is scarce and life is at its
hardest. Every year a competition is held with twenty-four
teenagers, twelve boys and twelve girls, between the ages of
twelve and eighteen from twelve different districts. The
Hunger Games, which is the name of the competition, is a
fight to the death, and the last one alive gets food and a big
house for the rest of his or her life.
The story is centered on Katniss Everdeen, who goes
through so many emotions in the book it gets kind of
confusing when you start reading one minute and she’s
angry, and the next she’s flirting with her male partner for
the games. Overall it’s a great book—so great, in fact, that I
went and bought the second book, which I never do.

–Aaron J, freshman

In a world of crocodile tears and siren songs, nothing
is as it seems. That is why I have resided in my ivory tower for
the majority of my years. I might tell you my story, but we
don’t have the time for that, I am afraid. No, I believe we
never have as much time as we would like. So you will just
have to be satisfied with the tale of my cat. My cat, I say!
Now you are probably thinking, “There’s nothing
interesting about a cat!” This is no ordinary cat; stop the
Grundyism! He is the sacred cow of felines; only once in a blue
moon is one born as him.
He was to be the Dues ex Machina of our time. Oh,
joy, rejoice in such an idea. They say it is the same spirit
reincarnated every thousand years. Eight thousand years
ago, a mad man crossed the Rubicon and genetically bred
this cat into existence for the first time. Here he is now,
returning for his pound of flesh from the world. If he cannot
relinquish his quest to set peace to our world in this life, I am
afraid he may never again have the chance again to cut his
Gordian knot.
Tired of my tale already? Am I boring you that
much? Throwing pearls before swine, I am. Cease thy sound
and fury; move on to the next column and stop eyeing my
Achilles heel!

-- Andrew J, freshman

Once upon a, no. In a world where... Long, long ago? Well, let us skip the clichés and continue. The Hero's Journey is an old
plotline we have used to tell stories for hundreds of years. We still use this plot today in movies and books. You do not
believe me? The plot follows a character (aka the hero) from separation, initiation and transformation, and into the
return. Toy Story, Ender's Game, Winnie the Pooh, and Footloose all follow this valiant journey process. The Hero's Journey
is when the main character forgoes an epic adventure to prove a point, save a friend in crisis, and so forth. The
characters encounter struggles and make allies along the way and in the end make a bold discovery that results in a
"happily ever after."
Now, look at your book, Ender's Game. He separates from his beloved sister to train to defeat the Buggers from
destroying the earth. He initiates into higher ranks and stays in isolation until he transforms into a colder Ender, apathetic
to the school and people. Then, when he defeats the Buggers and goes to the colony, he realizes the goodness in Buggers;
his thoughts transform into helping Buggers, rather than annihilating them.
You see, even some of today's most amazing books follow a plot that helped morph Robin Hood or King Arthur. The
Hero's Journey is around us every day and helps us better understand messages from books, make predictions, and
tantalize our suspense. So skip the clichéd fairy tale and starters because they aren't the only ones holding a remarkable
story.
- Leah J. with the help of Brennen K., freshman

(Teacher’s note: Each year, the
freshmen study ninety allusions
from mythology, the Bible,
history, language, and popular
culture. This article includes
allusions from the first twenty or
so we’ve studied so far.)

The purpose of REACH is to provide a learning environment for first graders which will inspire, motivate, and
challenge students of high potential to achieve the highest degree of success. REACH students are learning how to be
GREAT thinkers across the curriculum!!!
The students read the book A Color of His Own by Leo Lioni. It was about a chameleon that was sad because he did
not have a color of his own. The students spent time learning empathy and compassion. They learned how they are
unique in this big world of ours. They had a yummy time learning about primary and secondary colors!

Students created a drawing of themselves changing colors due to their environment around them!!!! (Just
like the chameleon!!)

The Color Wheel
Students made predictions about what they thought would happen when primary colors are mixed. After
mixing primary colors of red, yellow, and blue they recorded their findings. Last but not least they munched
on animal crackers in hues of green, orange, and purple.

We Are Unique

Fun with logic!!
The students are learning about convergent/deductive thinking. Detective Dudley taught the
REACH students how to use clues to find one and only one rightanswer.

English as a Second Language
ESL High School – by Linda Dewey
Enrolled in the high school ESL (English as a Second Language) classes at LCB
Academy this year are students from Colombia, Honduras, China, and Puerto Rico.
The morning session is a four-hour block in which students earn credit for
Dynamics of Effective Study, Speech 1, Reading 1, Reading 2, and Transition to
English Beginning. The afternoon session, a two-hour block, consists of Transition
to English Intermediate and Multicultural Adventures in Reading. For the first
time, both beginning and intermediate students are working with DynEd, a new
computer- based program for learning English in which each student works at
his/her own level and speed. For Daily Oral Language (DOL’s), the beginning
class is learning about Louisiana, and the intermediate class is studying facts about
the United States; some good discussions ensue.

ESL Middle School – by Gerry Blalock
A new subject has been added to the morning Beginning Middle School ESL block this year—science. Along with
language arts skills and social studies, students will learn academic English and subject content in order to enter the regular
classroom in the near future. The afternoon block focuses on only language arts skills along with speaking and
pronunciation exercises.
The ELL (English Language Learner) students are from all over the world this year. Can you guess their countries from
these stories?
In the morning class, Nuesha Rabat-Torki said, “I-RAN off the bus the first day because I was so excited!” Catherine
Rodriguez rode her HOND-(ur)A(s) to LCB Academy. Saoud Awawdash from Jerusalem shouted, “HOLY Cow!” when
he saw a girl riding a motorcycle. Mrs. Blalock showed students the AMERICAN flag, and Keming Zhang couldn’t
believe it was MADE IN CHINA. Yash Patel couldn’t wait for social studies to learn about INDIANS who lived on the
plains and not in the Himalayas. Lena Ziehe couldn’t wait for lunch to eat GERMAN chocolate cake, and Agathe Soubiran
just wanted her FRENCH fries. That night at home, Yolenia Ordaz couldn’t wait to tell her dad, who was watching an NFL
game and smoking a CUBAN cigar, about everything she learned in ESL that day.
Before boarding the bus to LCBA, Juan Nunez, Adam Nunez, and Fernando Cervantes ate TACOS for breakfast to
give them lots of energy to learn English. Mariana Saldana wanted only FRIJOLES. Maria Martinez wanted to bring her
SOMBRERO and sunglasses on the bus, but the bus driver said they were not allowed. Angel Mai and Kali Tran were late
for the bus the first day because they were having PEDICURES with turquoise polish. Mahdi Abdel-Jaber was also late
because he was solving problems with ARABIC numbers on his Ipad. Celia Galvan tripped over her little brother’s
MEXICAN JUMPING BEANS and had to go to the emergency room. After 8:00, everyone arrived and happily began
their second year of ESL!

LCB ACADEMY
NEWS FROM THE
FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT
In Pre-AP AP STUDIO ART Fine Art classes we are exploring portraits.
A portrait is a painting, photograph, sculpture, or other artistic representation of a person,
in which the face and its expression is predominant. The intent is to display the likeness,
personality, and even the mood of the person. For this reason, in photography a portrait
is generally not a snapshot, but a composed image of a person in a still position. A
portrait often shows a person looking directly at the painter or photographer, in order
to most successfully engage the subject with the viewer (Wikipedia).
FAMOUS QUOTES ABOUT PORTRAITS :

When I painted his portrait and offered it to him, he glanced at the canvas, then, looking at himself in the
mirror, thought a moment and said: Well, no! Keep it! (Marc Chagall)
You know, if one paints someone's portrait, one should not know him if possible. (Otto Dix)

One of the most famous portraits in the world is that of the Mona Lisa (also known as La
Gioconda or La Joconde, or Portrait of Lisa Gherardini, wife of Francesco del Giocondo.. It is a
portrait by the Italian artist Leonardo DaVinci. It is a painting in oil on a poplar panel, completed
circa 1503–1519. It is on permanent display at the Musée du Louvre in Paris. Students in the AP
Studio Art class were asked to explore a variety of different media and transform Mona into a
contemporary 21st century woman as part of their weekly sketchbook assignments.

Collage by Mary

Pastels and more by Colleen

Mixed Media by Emelee

Metal by Jordan

HAPPY

BIRTHDAY

Picasso…October

TO

OCTOBER

ARTISTS

Vermeer,

marks the birthday month of a painter of a very
popular portrait, Girl with a Pearl Earring. Dutch painter, Johannes
Vermeer was baptized in Delft, Netherlands on 31 October 1632 as
Joannis, and buried in the same city under the name Jan on 15 December
1675). Pablo Ruiz Picasso 25 October 1881 – 8 April 1973) was a
Spanish painter, draughtsman, and sculptor who lived most of his life in
France. He is widely known for co-founding the Cubist movement and for
the wide variety of styles that he helped develop and explore.

TALENTED ART
Andy Warhol, though not an October birthday celebrant, is inspiration for portraits for a series of works

Andrew Warhola, Jr. (August
6, 1928 – February 22, 1987), known as Andy Warhol, was an American painter, printmaker,
and filmmaker who was a leading figure in the visual art movement known as pop art. It was
with Talented Elementary Art students like Malachiah pictured below.

during the 1960s that Warhol began to make paintings of iconic American products such as Campbell's
Soup Cans as well as paintings of celebrities such as Marilyn Monroe. After completing sketches,
students will silkscreen multiple images of themselves on canvas and paint them in Warhol color style.

Preliminary sketch for Warhol Portrait by Alec O.

First year talented students will be studying the works of Picasso and will create
portraits in the cubist style.

Mrs. Lavergne’s Talented Visual Art Classes
My talented art classes have been working on several projects this 9-weeks…..one of which is
clay. By combining pinch pots and slabs, they were able to see how creative they could be
with this project. The problem to solve is how to glaze their pieces. It should be interesting!

Alexandra and Alisha

Savon and Zeke

Heidi and Devin

Kassidy

Nick and Aagrika

