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I grew up in a rural area of Northern Wisconsin
outside the town of Minocqua, where I
graduated from high school in 1960. I then went
to college at the University of Wisconsin at
Stevens Point and graduated with a degree in
Secondary Education with a major in history and
a minor in English. That was followed by three
th
th
years of teaching 7 and 8 grade social studies
and English in Black Earth, Wisconsin. I joined
the Army and spent 17 months in Korea during
the Vietnam War.
When I was discharged I taught middle school
English and social studies in Milton, Florida, for
almost 12 years. While in Florida I earned a
master’s degree in history and another one in
education leadership. I then came to Lake
Charles to work for the Louisiana Education
Association as a Uniserv Director. After four
years I returned to teaching and worked at J.I.
Watson Middle school for 17 years. During that
time I received my doctor’s degree from the
University of Southern Mississippi and worked
as a part time caseworker for Big Brothers/Big
Sisters. For the last seven years I have been at
LCB and LCBA. I came to LCB as the social studies
master teacher. When it closed I began working
with distance learning and now coordinate the
credit recovery, grade recovery, seat time, and
graduation coach programs, so I work with
students and teachers throughout the parish.
I enjoy walking, reading, gardening and
spending time with my daughter, son-in-law and
three grandchildren who live in Florida, as well
as, my son and his family who live in St. Louis.
My wife and I have been married for over 47
years.

From the Director’s Desk by Charles Adkins
Greetings from the faculty and staff of the Lake Charles-Boston Academy of
Learning. It is hard to believe that we are finishing another school year and
moving into our New Credit Summer School Program. It has been another
great year at the LCB Academy and we are already looking forward to next
year.
Our summer school applications are coming in steadily with the majority of
our classes almost full. Registration is open until the first day of class (May
29th) so if you want to earn new credit during the summer, sign up now. This is
a great opportunity to open up your regular school year schedule to take
unique classes at your home school, to catch up to your class in case you are a
few credits behind, or to even earn your final credits to be a summer
graduate!
In addition to Summer School applications, students are also signing up for our
regular school year courses as well. Keep in mind that we are bringing back
the Pharmacy Tech class and introducing Agricultural Science and Aviation
Maintenance for the upcoming school year. I recently went on a tour of the
Aeroframe aircraft maintenance facility at Chennault Industrial Airpark and
can tell you that there are jobs waiting for you in aviation maintenance right
now. This is a great opportunity to start a fantastic career in Southwest
Louisiana.
Thank you for being a supporter of the academic program at the Lake CharlesBoston Academy of Learning. We hope to continue to serve the students of
Calcasieu Parish and to provide them with high quality opportunities to gain
skills necessary for employment and/or continued education.
Great things are happening at the LCB Academy. We hope that you take the
opportunity to come by and visit with us!

Lake Charles Boston Academy of Learning
1509 Enterprise Boulevard
Lake Charles, Louisiana 70605
337-217-4390
http://lakecharles-boston.cpsb.org
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For questions or comments
about this newsletter, e-mail
renee.fiser@cpsb.org

Early Childhood Education
&
Teaching Professions
by Bridgette Culpepper

We the students in Early Childhood Education and Teaching
Professions have been hard at work completing required
items for the end of the year. As of April 30, all students
have completed their professional portfolios. These
portfolios will be submitted for review to the university that
we choose to attend. If we did a good job, we could earn
college credit for this course. One of our most challenging
projects for the year has been completed. We had to create
a dramatic play center for a Pre-K or Kindergarten classroom
out of recycled materials, complete with a lesson plan for the
week. We were shocked that it took us almost a month of
working between other assignments to get this done … and
teachers do this EVERY week! Thank you cards to our
cooperating teachers were delivered on April 24 and April
26. We would like to thank the faculty, staff, and
administrators at the following schools for welcoming us into
their families for the 2011-2012 school year: Leblanc Middle
School, Maplewood Elementary, Frasch Elementary, Oak
Park Elementary, E.K. Key Elementary, Pearl Watson
Elementary, Kennedy Elementary, and Gillis Elementary.

Web Design/Digital Media by Renee’ Fiser
Congratulations to the following students who received their Adobe Certified Associates in Visual Communication
using Photoshop CS4. The next certification is Flash!

Zack H. - Sulphur
Tyler D. - Sulphur
Christina - LaGrange
Chris H. - Westlake
Wade B. - Sulphur
Tyler B. - Sulphur
Korbin G. - Sulphur

CompTIA Network+ Certified
The CompTIA Network+ exam covers network technologies, installation and configuration, media and topologies,
management, and security. Candidate job roles include network administrator, network technician, network installer, help
desk technician, and IT cable installer.
Companies such as Dell, HP, Ricoh, Sharp and Xerox recommend or require CompTIA Network+ for their networking
technicians. It is a technical prerequisite option for IT technicians seeking to join the Apple Consultants Network, and is
recognized by the U.S. Department of Defense.
The following students from Networking Basics, and Routers & Routing Basics (Soon to be Computer Service Technology I
& II) have successfully received their Network+ certifications: Brandon B. (Sam Houston), Evan W. (Sulphur), and Tyler S.
(Sulphur) (Reis H. (Sulphur)and Chris H. (Westlake) are scheduled to take the exam after this publication date)

Evan W. (Sulphur)

Tyler S. (Sulphur)

Brandon B. (Sam Houston)

Sports Medicine/ Allied Health by Alex Dibbley
Sports Medicine students took a field trip to LSU for a workshop
and tour of the athletic training facilities. High school students
from all over the state were introduced to LSU’s program and
learned from professionals in the field of athletic training.

Taping lab

Spineboarding lab

Michael S. and Katelyn G. by the tiger’s cage.

Walk-through of indoor practice facility
Demonstration of state-of-the-art rehab equipment.

Michael and Katelyn during equipment fitting lab.

Firefighter I
The firefighters recently spent their Saturday, like 2 million other
men and women in the country; they were firefighters. We spent
the day at Sulphur Fire Department's Training Center. It was
their first experience actually putting out real fires and working
with real professional firefighters. Sulphur’s finest enjoyed the
experience as we did. We learned a lot that can’t be done in a
classroom. We did such a good job, SFD has asked for us to
return. In addition, four of our own firefighters, have received an
honorary rank based on their talents. Emma is our EMS Chief
while Mike, Ashley and Brandon are our fire captains. Congrats.

Television Production
Student Television Network Convention
TV Production students joined more than 1,600 other students from around the country at the 2012 Student
Television Network Convention in Dallas in March. They competed in on-site video contests and attended
breakout sessions led by top professionals in the industry, including CNN's Martin Savidge and Carl
Azuz. LCB Academy TVP students competed in the film, music video and movie trailer categories. Contest
videos and other student work can be seen at http://www.schooltube.com/organization/151040/

Award Winning Video
LCB Academy Television Production teacher, Pam Dixon, won 1st place in the teacher video contest at
the STN Convention. The theme of the video was "My Aha Moment Teaching Broadcasting or Film." Check
out the video at http://bit.ly/H0J9QZ

Academy TV on CPPJ C-GOV
The TV Production class will air a 19 minute newscast on the Calcasieu Parish Police Jury Government
Channel, C-GOV, starting the first week of May. TVP students reported on teen issues such as teen suicide,
technology overload, the influence of media, graduation requirements and preparing for college. Go to
http://www.cppj.net/index.aspx?page=414 for show times.

Live on Location
TVP students produced five live-on-location shows this school year. They packed up a portable Tricaster
video switcher, a Behringer audio mixer, three Canon XH-A1 camcorders, and yards and yards of cables to
videotape the Barbe Veterans Day program, the Sulphur High pageant and three elementary school lip dub
contests. Event DVDs were sold for class fundraisers. If you have an event you would like videotaped during
the 2012-2013 school year email pamela.dixon@cpsb.org

Middle School ESL
by Gerry Blalock

Picking Up Verbs
ELL students are learning how to speak like Americans
with phrasal verbs.(A phrasal verb is a verb with a small
word that together have a special meaning in English.)
The afternoon class has also figured out sentence
structures to add to their writing skills. They have talked
about and read over many types of folktales. Looking out
for figurative language and using the same verb tense in a
paragraph has also helped out their writing. In literature
they have traveled to China and gone over the history of
Chinese and Irish immigration to America. To focus on
adjective comparisons, they looked up facts on whales.
The morning class has gone over ancient civilizations and
has created postcards and travel posters online. They
worked on travel posters for Ancient Egypt with a
propaganda technique. They made up fables and presented
puppet shows to the REACH classes. They, along with the
afternoon groups, also printed out their personal
narratives. After going over vocabulary for community and
home, they built castles and wrote poems on life in the
Middle Ages.
Watch out for these international students in your
classes. They are taking off with their new English skills!

Our Fables
By ESL Students at
LCB Academy of Learning

ESL High School

by Linda Dewey

How wonderful to see the progress that ESL students
have made this year! At the beginning of the school
year several students did not know anything about the
English language; now those students are speaking,
reading, and writing in their new language. The ESL
students have assimilated American and Cajun culture
to an amazing degree. Southwest Louisiana is their
home, and they enjoy new traditions, such as Mardi
Gras and Contraband Days, festivals not celebrated in
their home countries. As the students shared
information about their home countries, many
similarities among their cultures emerged. It really is a
small world today!

AP Biology

by Arlene Cain

AP Biology Senior’s last AP Biology Lab is about animal physiology and behavior. Students are analyzing the heart
rate of Daphnia when exposed to different environmental temperatures. Daphnia are tiny crustaceans also called
water fleas. It’s tricky to get a live Daphnia to cooperate under a microscope but Alex, Gabi, Amanda, and Courtney
are up to the task.

Daphnia under the microscope

Amanda

Courtney and Alex

Gabi and Courtney

AP Physics

Logan, Jonathan, Leo and Jessie
AP Physics students are studying the nature of light. They are using a high intensity green laser to examine the
phenomena of diffraction. Logan is projecting the laser beam through a narrow opening in a glass plate. Jessie is
tracing the light and dark pattern of light produced by the laser. They will make measurements and experimentally
determine the wavelength of the green laser and the width of the narrow opening in the glass plate.

What a year to remember! It is hard to believe that year 2 of the REACH program is coming to a close. The students have gone on so many exciting
learning adventures this year.
The final adventure in REACH was Fairy Tales! The students had a marvelous time watching Cinderella and eating popcorn! They spent time analyzing the
characters and their actions! Poor Cinderella The students enjoyed reading Bubba the Cowboy Prince, a fractured Texas Tale written by Helen
Ketteman and illustrated by James Warhola. The students had a great time traveling through activities that touched on Bloom’s Taxonomy and Bloom’s
Taxonomy of Creative Thought! After working on comprehension, research, math, originality, elaboration, flexibility, fluency, imagination, application,
analysis, etc…, the students are getting READY for the last day of REACH where they will enjoy a hayride.

Check out these SnApShOtS of a few activities!!!!
Compare and contrast Cinderella and Bubba the Cowboy Prince!
Fun Times! Eating popcorn and watching Cinderella!

Design a magic wand!
What magic
words would you
use to create
magic?

Wow! Can you write with feathers?????

Practicing the Waltz!
(Just like Cinderella and the
Prince!

Hanging out with the Big Kids on Campus!!! ESL students presenting their fables.

Jordan the Judge! Jordan is the PETS character that taught the REACH students to use
considerations to find the best answer! Practicing in Mr. Brown’s courtroom!

students created a gavel to use just like
Jordan the Judge!

Hoppy Easter
Egg Drop! Students used the materials provided to make a
protective covering for their egg so it would not break when
nd
they threw it out the 2 floor

OM-Odyssey of the Mind!--Aerodynamics
Build an airplane that flies, using only the
materials provided.

Fun in the “big kids” science lab!—Thanks

Ms.Cain

YeeeeeHaw!!!!!!!!! Ya’ll Come Back Now Ya Hear!!!!

LCB ACADEMY NEWS
FROM THE FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT
Bobbi
Yancey

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

May Artist- Keith Haring

5th grade students final project for the 2012 school term is based on the works of a
popular May artist- Keith Haring

(May 4, 1958 – February 16, 1990) Haring achieved his first public attention with chalk
drawings in the subways of New York. These were his first recognized pieces of pop art. "The
Radiant Baby" became his symbol. His bold lines, vivid colors, and active figures carry strong
messages of life and unity. He was a social activist whose work responded to the New York City
street culture of the 1980s.

Pre-AP/AP STUDIO ART
Students are creating works for the Concentration portion of their portfolios. Pictured below are works in
progress from Tess M., Colleen S., and Heather H.

elementary talented art students

Symmetry studies – “Green” Kaleidoscopes made from recycled items- PVC
pipe, mini cd discs, beads, etc. , by talented 4th grade students from Dolby.

Just in time for Mother’s Day-- SPRING FLORAL GLUE LINE PRINTS —
finished in oil pastels by 2nd and 3rd grade elementary talented
art students. Dwight B. is pictured working on his rose print.

Floral Works by Malachiah, Izzie, and Jessica featured below:

MRS. LAVERGNE’S TALENTED VISUAL ART CLASS
Students in the Talented Visual Art class have been working on drawing portraits.
We’ve had discussions about the proportions of the facial features in relationship
to each other and how to use different drawing tools to blend, add contrast, etc.
Here are two examples.

“Ryan Gosling” by Madison
10th Grade – Bell City High

by Sheree
12th Grade – Bell City High

Heidi - 8th Grade – S. J. Welsh Middle

Abigail D.
Sulphur High
“College—
Criminal Justice”

Alex L.
Westlake High
“LaTech—Biomedical
Engineering”

Axel B.
Sulphur High
“Attend ULL in the Fall”

Ashley B.
Sulphur High
“Work as a Firefighter/EMT”

Blake M.
Sulphur High
“Attend Sowela in the Fall”

Brandon B.
Sam Houston
“Attend college in the fall”

Brandon L.
Sulphur High
“College for Drafting”

Brett L.
Sulphur High
“College for Drafting”

Brian W.
Sulphur High
“Run track and major in Athletic
Training at ULL”

Caanan S.
Washington/Marion
“Lamar University—Drafting”

Carl R.
LaGrange High
“Employment as a firefighter in
the Lake Area”

Chasady S.
LaGrange High

Chris H.
Westlake High
“Attend college in the fall”

Colleen S.
Barbe High
“College to study to be
Resoration Artist”

Cory C.
Sulphur High
“Going to Sowela in Drafting”

Dean M.
Sulphur High
“Attend Sowela in the fall”

Derek F.
Sam Houston High
“McNeese major in Athletic

Heather H.
Westlake High
“Attend McNeese for
Game Design”

Hunter T.
Sam Houston High
“Work as a Firefighter/EMR”

Ianander T.
LaGrange High
“Medical School”

Jordan G.
LaGrange High
“Attend Sowela in the fall”

Jordan E.
Sulphur High
“Attending University of
Lafayette”

Kaitlyn H.
Sam Houston High
“Enlisting in the US Marine
Corp.”

Kaitlyn M.
Sam Houston High
“Majoring in education at
McNeese”

Training”

Megan R.
Iowa High
“Enlist in the National Guard”

Michael S.
Sulphur High
“Working as a Firefighter/EMT”

Michael F.
Sulphur High
“McNeese—music education,
then musical performance”

Mykeia G.
Sulphur High
“College—major in education”

Pheobe F.
Sulphur High
“Major in English at McNeese”

Raven C.
Sulphur High
“ULM - Pharmacy”

Reis H.
Sulphur High
“Go to work”

River R.
Sulphur High
“Attend Sowela in the fall”

Stephen L.
Sam Houston High
“Enlisting in the Army”

Taylor W.
Sulphur High
“College—major in Education”

Tyler B.
Sulphur High
“Attend ULL in the fall”

Tyler S.
Sulphur High
“Attend McNeese in the fall”

Victoria L.
Sulphur High
“Entering Sowela—computer
programming”

Whitney D.
Sulphur High
“unknown”

Zane B.
Sulphur High
“college for mechanical
engineering”

Kris A.
Sam Houston
“Go to McNeese and major in
Clinical Lab Science”

Clifton C.
Sulphur High
“Plan to join the Air Force and
become a combat controller”

Derran P.
LaGrange High
“Plan to attend BRCC and major
in Entertainment Tech”

Gabriela D.
Westlake High
“Attend ULL and study Mass
Communications”

Leonardo N.
LaGrange High
“Go to college”

Jonathon B.
Iowa High
“Attending LSU for undergraduate, then Southern Law school. “

Amanda H.
Westlake High
“Become a doctor”

Jessie C.
Westlake High
“Attend LSU’s Honor College
with a major in English Ed.

Logan M.
Bell City
“College”

Dylan C.
Sulphur High
“Become a police officer”

Taylor F.
Sulphur High School
“United States Marine Core”

