
Feb. 8, 2019 - CPSB Board Room 

Chelonnda Seroyer & William Martinez 

Chelonnda Seroyer will teach your teachers how to be effec-

tive.  She has worked with us for 10 years.  She has been 

trained by Harry & Rosemary Wong.  

She knows the research on effective teaching.  She has walked the 

talk.  As a teacher, she was successful on her first day in the class-

room and now travels the world teaching teachers with stories 

and examples on how to be effective. 

It is the teacher—what the teacher knows and can do—that is the 

most significant factor in student achievement.  This is what Che-

lonnda speaks on in a very practical and entertaining manner that 

teachers can use and immediately implement.  No platitudes—all substance.  

Chelonnda has helped educators transform their classrooms into well-oiled learning 

machines.  Educators are consistently impressed by Chelonnda’s ability to make them 

laugh, cry, think, and reflect all during a single presentation.  She is funny, yet downright cor-

rect academically. 

She has presented nationally and internationally and turned a school in Detroit around in one 

year (www.teachers.net/wong/DEC11).  Chelonnda is featured on the DVD in the 4th edition 

of The First Days of School, and she is a contributing author for our latest book, THE Class-

room Management Book. 

When William Martinez finished his performance, the 

audience of 1,300 teachers was on its feet, clapping loud-

ly, and unabashedly in tears.  The story he had just 

shared with them had validated the hard work of every 

teacher in the audience. 

His voice in song is magnificent.  His acting is superb, and 

his personality, endearing.  His presentation is Holly-

wood quality, with music orchestrated by Grammy nomi-

nee, David Bawiec.   

In narration, song, and sign language, William Martinez 

shares the difficulty of his childhood, how he was raised in a silent home by a single 

mother who could not speak, or hear, and how, with the encouragement of a teacher, he 

became the unique, magnificent performer he is today. 

William attended close to 20 elementary schools, failed nearly every class in those 

schools, and was held back several times.  Then, a middle school choral teacher, Norma 

Freeman, turned his life around.  Because of her, “For the first time in my life, I was a 

something.” 

After his mother attended William’s first school performance, where he sang a 

solo, he recalled, “Ms. Freeman changed two lives that night.  What an incredible 

teacher.” 

Because of a teacher, he pulled his academics together, attended and graduated from 

college, performs worldwide, and is a member of Actors Equity. 

After we watched him professionally perform, we asked him about his teacher  

and he said, “I have not seen her in 25 years.” 

A year later, we invited William to present with us at Polk State College in Lakeland, Flor-

ida, then at LSU, where his story and performance mesmerized the audiences.   

We found and flew in Norma Freeman, and sat her in the front row for the Polk State 

College meeting.  William sang a song he had written and composed especially for her.  

Thirteen hundred educators sat emotionally proud as a student, now 27 years later, told 

them how a teacher changed his life. 

Teachers will leave teary-eyed, and oh, so very proud, that they are a teacher.  You 

can preview his performance at www.SIGNingTheSong.com. 

The day at a glance: 

7:30-8:00—Sign-in 

8:00-11:00—Chelonnda Seroyer 

11:00-12:30—Lunch on your own 

12:30-3:30—William Martinez 

Harry Wong is sending Calcasieu his two most dy-

namic, energetic, and inspirational speakers! 

CPSB Presents… 
Who should attend? 

 Teachers in their 1st year of teaching 

should attend all day. 

 If subs are available, teachers in their 2nd 

year may attend either all day, morning 

session, or afternoon session (be creative 

with your substitutes). 

AESOP: 1) NTA PD Day, 2) CPSB Board Rm., 3) Feb. 8, 2019, 4)Title II, 5) Sub/Yes, 6) NTA 1110, 7) Classroom management & topics specific to new teachers. 


