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ELA.08.SR.2.09.065 C2 T9 
Sample Item Id: ELA.08.SR.2.09.065 

Grade / Model: 08 / 1 
Claim: 2. Students can produce effective writing for a range of purpose 

and audiences. 
Assessment Target: 9. EDIT/CLARIFY: Apply or edit grade-appropriate grammar 

usage and mechanics to clarify a message and edit narrative, 
informational, and argumentative texts. 

Standard(S): L-1, L-2, L3 
DOK: 2 

Difficulty: M 
Item Type: SR 

Score Points: 1 
Key: A 

Stimuli/Passage(S): Student text for revision 
Stimuli/Text 
Complexity: 

n/a (student writing) 

Acknowledgement(S): In-house 
Item/Task Notes:  

How this task 
contributes to the 

sufficient evidence for 
this claim: 

Students must edit grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and 
mechanics to clarify a message and edit argumentative text. 

Target-Specific 
Attributes (e.g., 

accessibility issues): 

Requires students to read text one grade-level below tested level 
and either use a mouse or indicate correct response. Alternative 
formats and/or support may be required for visually- and 
physically-impaired students. 

 
Stimulus Text:  
 
Karen is writing a persuasive essay for her English class about 
whether or not school cafeterias should be required to serve 
only healthy food. Read the draft of her essay and then answer 
the question that follows. 
 
Healthy Food, Healthy Kids 
School cafeterias are known to serve really bad food. However, 
states are now working to pass laws to require schools to serve 
better food to students. This will help students to be healthy, to 
have more energy, and to do better in school. Schools should be 
required to serve healthy food to students. 
 
One reason that schools should serve healthy food is that it 
helps students be healthy. Healthy foods like fruits and 
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vegetables are high in vitamins and low in fat. These foods, 
when they are combined with exercise, can keep people healthy 
and energized. This also can help people live longer. 
 
Another reason that schools should serve healthy food is that it 
can help students have more energy. Lean proteins like chicken 
give people energy and can help build lean muscle. This can 
help students perform well in sports and be more awake 
throughout the day.    
 
Finally, healthy kids make better students. Research shows that 
unhealthy diets can cause behavior problems and interfere with 
brain functioning. Healthy food is helpful for growing brains to 
work properly. Requiring schools to serve only healthy food will 
help students be healthier and smarter. 
  

 
Item Stem:  
 
Karen wants to revise the underlined sentence in her second 
paragraph. Which statement represents the best revision of the 
underlined sentence? 

 
Options: 
 
A. When people combine these foods with exercise, they stay 

healthy and energized. 
 
B. These foods, when they are combining with exercise, can 

keep people healthy and energized. 
 
C. These foods, when people are combining them with exercise, 

can keep people healthy and energized. 
 
D. When these foods are combined by people with exercise, they 

can keep people healthy and energized. 
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Distractor Analysis: 
 
A. CA = The underlined sentence uses the passive voice. Substituting the active voice 

with “When people combine these foods…” makes the sentence more emphatic.  
 
B. While this sentence contains a revision, the use of a present participle, it is not 

stronger.  
 
C. Adding “people” and a present participle makes the sentence more awkward and 

wordy, rather than clearer. 
 
D. While this sentence is slightly clearer, it still contains the passive voice and is therefore 

not the best revision. 
 
 


