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“Music	
  speaks	
  what	
  cannot	
  be	
  expressed,	
  soothes	
  the	
  mind	
  and	
  gives	
  it	
  rest,	
  heals	
  the	
  heart	
  and	
  
makes	
  it	
  whole,	
  flows	
  from	
  heaven	
  to	
  the	
  soul.”	
  –	
  Santiz
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S.J. Welsh After School “Colt” Strings
Orchestral Purpose & Philosophy
Every person, whether young or old, deserves an educational experience of the
highest attainable means. The students in the world of today need enthusiastic highly
enriched diverse educational activities to better nurture, inspire, motivate, prepare,
and equip them for the real world situations of everyday life. In doing so, they will
have all the tools possible ever needed to go out into the workforce to be highly
functional productive members of our society. The string orchestra is not just made
up of talented students. This program is designed to foster wholesome education,
respect, dedication, responsibility, integrity, commitment, appreciation,
collaboration, discernment, perseverance, creative and critical thinking, self-control,
punctuality, teamwork, higher thinking (right & left brain skills simultaneously
functioning), and social skills. The route for a person to be successful is to work and
perceive attainable goals/dreams of where to go and what to do. In the end it is all up
to what an individual desires and wishes. Students must work in order to pass any
other class. In any arts or athletics, students must practice their art/sport in order to
better perfect their playing and performance. Playing is a musician’s job –
Practicing is the time & work invested into the musician’s instrument for an
unending, eternal product. This Orchestra perceives class as a training ground for
all life’s responsibilities, demands, and pleasures. Consistency, perseverance, and
determination will be key in order to succeed, not succumb. We are a team who needs
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all players in attendance in order to SUCCEED TOGETHER. Welcome to The S.J.
Welsh “School Day/After School” String Orchestra Class! I am looking forward to
making music with all students varying from 6th grade to 8th grade desiring and
fulfilling their wishes in a unique, rare experience, otherwise known as a string
orchestra program. This class is in great hopes, paving the way for a hopeful future
with strings instituted into our schools. How exciting- our 4th Year of the Colt String
Orchestra & WE NOW HAVE A CLASS PERIOD!! Here We Go!
DIRECTOR: MR. CHRISTOPHER DON GUNTER
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Why Study Music?
	
  
	
  

Research That Proves The Benefits of Being Involved In Music	
  
THE STUDY OF MUSIC HAS A SIGNIFICANT BENEFICIAL EFFECT
ON MANY OTHER ASPECTS OF LIFE

Music is vital to our children's education for its aesthetic, historical, and cultural value. It provides
an aesthetic counterbalance to the pressures of our highly technological society. It is an important
part of our cultural heritage. It provides a constructive use for leisure time. Participation in a
musical ensemble gives students a first-hand lesson in citizenship. As part of a performing group, a
child learns:
- to work together in an atmosphere of peace, friendship, trust, cooperation and harmony
- to be willing to discipline and accommodate his individuality to the needs and concerns of the
group, for the benefit of all the group's members
- to play his proper role in an organization
- to respond enthusiastically to leadership
- to contribute wholeheartedly, knowing that the end result will be a far richer experience than an
individual can achieve on his own.

What can I do as a parent to encourage my child's love of music and further his
musical talents?
Your support is essential to your child's music education. Here's what you can do:
1. Make music an important part of your child's environment; encourage him to be a music lover
and a music maker.
2. Encourage your children to participate in general music classes and school choral and
instrumental ensembles; encourage and direct your child in the choice of age-appropriate
instruments.
3. Attend quality musical events with your family, to expand your children's interest in music.
Listen to programs and recordings at home.
4. Encourage your child to perform for you and for others, and to make music with others whenever
possible. Give him sincere and frequent praise.
5. Consider private musical study for your child -- nothing compares to one-on-one instruction!
You can help your child build a relationship with music that will give satisfaction and personal
growth during his school years and throughout life. Music study for your child represents an
investment on your part, but it is an investment that pays lifelong dividends!
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MUSIC CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
From Tracy Leenman: Chairman, SC Coalition for Music Education

DID YOU KNOW . . .
Music can and does play an important part in the lives of people. Each and every one of us
has a natural musical interest and ability. This means that anyone can learn and benefit from the
study of music! There is musical potential in every individual that, like all potential, should be
developed to its fullest. Today, in America, there is a tremendous need to reach out to our young
people, and including music in their lives is an effective way of doing so. Music is a dominant force
in American life; it connects us to our history, our traditions and our heritage. Certainly, without
music, children are denied something that can greatly enrich their lives.

THE STUDY OF MUSIC STRENGTHENS THE DEVELOPMENT
OF MIND AND BODY
Music is a uniquely powerful means of involving and integrating the activities of both the right and
left halves of the brain, combining the rational and the aesthetic. There is a proven correlation
between musical study and
- muscular development -- this improves a child's small-motor coordination, hand-eye coordination,
and overall physical coordination.
- increased listening ability -- this results in an increase in attention span, concentration, and longand short-term memory.
- increased primary mental abilities (verbal, perceptual, number and spatial) -this sharpens a child's sensitivity and analytical skills.
Music education contributes in a unique way to a child's creative
development, as it
- promotes body awareness	
  
- makes each student aware of his innate creative potential
- helps each student to develop his aesthetic potential to the fullest
- provides an outlet for imagination and self-expression.

Three	
  Musicians	
  	
  
by	
  	
  artist,	
  Pablo	
  Picasso	
  

Because music provides an opportunity for participation and success for all students, all music
students can experience the joy of aesthetic expression.
THE STUDY OF MUSIC AIDS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF A VARIETY
OF ACADEMIC AND PERSONAL SKILLS
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Music education develops habits of discipline and responsibility which are reflected in other
subjects; in short, music helps your child learn how to learn. Music instills in students the values of
self-discipline and commitment. Children who participate in music learn to work cooperatively
toward shared goals. As they participate in the gratification of work shared and challenges met, they
gain confidence and a sense of accomplishment.
As a child develops musical intelligence, he
- learns to understand and use symbols in new contexts
- learns critical thinking skills and learn to use problem-solving skills
- learns effective communication skills
- develops social skills and the ability to work with others

FACT!! Middle school and high school students who participated in instrumental
music performances scored significantly higher than their non-band/orchestra peers
in standardized tests. University of Sarasota Study, Jeffrey Lynn Kluball; East
Texas State University Study, Daryl Erick Trent
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“Music is the mediator between the spiritual and the sensual life.”
~Ludwig van Beethoven
“To stop the flow of music would be like the stopping of time itself,
incredible and inconceivable.” ~Aaron Copland

“It's easy to play any musical instrument: all you have to do is touch
the right key at the right time and the instrument will play itself.”
~Johann Sebastian Bach
“So long as the human spirit thrives on this planet, music in some
living form will accompany and sustain it and give it expressive
meaning.”
~Aaron Copland
The passions, whether violent or not, should never be so expressed
as to reach the point of causing disgust; and music, even in
situations of the greatest horror, should never be painful to the ear
but should flatter and charm it, and thereby always remain music.
~Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
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THE NINE NATIONAL
STANDARDS OF MUSIC
EDUCATION (U.S.A.)
1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of
music.
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a
varied repertoire of music.
3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.
4. Composing and arranging music within specified
guidelines.
5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other
arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
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Attendance Policy
***(PLEASE READ!!)***
Being the first year (2015-2016) having a string orchestra class (1) during the
school day as an actual class period, students (all beginners) enrolled in this
particular non-rotational music elective at S.J. Welsh, as any other day class at
school, will now follow & adhere to all guidelines regarding attendance in the S.J.
Welsh Student Handbook as their primary guide, not so much of the following past
after-school original Attendance Policy (below)-but please read the following to
understand better at what we do expect and are all about anyways. Furthermore, the
following info regarding the Attendance Policy in this handbook is geared more to
those students who are returning past members involved in the after-school “Colt”
String Orchestra division – 2nd, 3rd year levels (advanced) which are not
understood as actual school day class periods at this point in time.
• This organization (for after-school students only) will be understood as an
extracurricular after- school class regarding all 2nd & 3rd year students who are
returning and NOW A SCHOOL DAY CLASS FOR ALL BEGINNERS whether
6th, 7th, or 8th grade levels in the ONE class period of the school day.
• Students involved, or say that they are members are required to commit to and thereby
show up and be responsible: just like joining a sport’s team- if and when you miss,
YOU are responsible for where the class left off last! NO EXCUSES!
• All orchestra members NEED to be in atttendance as much as possible! There is no
joy in not being prepared & not knowing your music, even worse, fail the class –
There will be at least “1” concert in the Fall and “1” in the Spring; there may be
numerous performance-last year alone we had up to at least 5 performances. We
usually share our big concerts with the S.J. Welsh Colt Choirs & Ukulele Band in
the S.J. Welsh Girl’s Gym. These times are regarded as chances for the school day,
after-school classes to show his/her friends and family the “fruits of their labors”.
• IF YOU JOIN, THEN YOU ARE EXPECTED TO SHOW-UP ON TIME AND
BE READY TO WORK WITH A GOOD ATTITUDE!
• DO NOT BE LATE FOR ANYTHING YOU ARE INVOLVED IN:
o If You Are On Time, Then You Are Late.
o If You Are Early, Then You Are On Time.
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• IF FOR SOME UNFORTUNATE REASON YOU WILL BE ABSENT – I would
prefer a parent e-mail/note for or prior to the next class meeting. If need be,
parents please contact me at (christopher.gunter@cpsb.org).
• Parents, ALWAYS, ALWAYS, ALWAYS contact me for anything and
everything…Students are FORBIDDEN to ever contact a teacher electronically
as always (CPSB Policy). I am even willing to give out my cell phone number to
parents (ONLY) upon request for any assistance.
• Since this is a performing arts class/organization, based on what we accomplish as a
class & after-school music club ensemble, we will base our performances upon on
how well attendance occurs and individual home practice is seriously taken (30
minutes a day of practice a day at home is the norm in middle school for beginners;
45 min.-1 hour 2nd year-on). If students are not progressing on their chosen
instrument, practice sheets will be issued and turned in for a weekly grade.
• Roll will be taken weekly. Special awards/recognitions may be announced for
perfect/best attendance. Other various awards may be presented too.
• Treat this class as any other class of the regular school day – with the same
expectations, rules, and procedures as outlined in the student S.J. Welsh Handbook.
NO CELLPHONES IN CLASS TIME! (Before & After class is fine for transportation
arrangements; if DURING class -EMERGENCY USE ONLY & YES
EMERGENCIES ONLY: PLEASE!!! Unexcused absences will not be tolerated.
• If absences are necessary, PLEASE, for your sake and other orchestra members’
sake, take care of business on a “non-meeting day” if at all possible. If only “1”
person is out, that is all it takes to “hold” us back. Try not to miss these tri-weekly
meetings (THIS IS ALL THE TIME WE HAVE)!
• Practically all students in this day and age all possess cell phones and there are NO
EXCUSES why a student(s) should come to class and not have any idea about what
has been “going on.”
• The director will inform a student “up-to-speed” with what was missed most
definitely, but it is the student’s “job” to be responsible.
• REMEMBER it is the student’s responsibility to stay on top of their music/home
practice!
• If a student possesses no excuses (parent e-mails, phone calls, etc.) or does not
create any contact with the director for a lengthy amount of time due to
absences (5 or more), the director reserves the right to DROP the student from
the ensemble.
• All orchestra members NEED to be in attendance for such an ensemble to be
successful BOTTOMLINE!
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Grading Policy
In a performing ensemble music class it can be very easy to pass, do
well, and be happy; and yes- equally easy to fail, do not do so well,
and be unhappy about one’s progress… A class for all-year
committed members! There are 4 nine-week periods in a school
year. A minimum of nine grades must be collected for every 9week period. Reminder: This is a non-rotational music enrichment
elective which lasts the span of a whole school year similar to
chorus/band. Nine-weeks and Final Grades will be based on
Participation, Performance, and Practice Reports. Grading will be
based on the following items throughout the school year:
• Practice Sheets – 25%
• Chair Tests (Playing Tests), Worksheets / Quizzes – 25%
• Concerts / Performances – 30% (Minimum of 2 required: 1-Fall, 1-Spring)
• Daily Participation – 50%

Formative grades: Participation grades are given as a daily class grade.
Each student begins with 50 points a week [10 per day (2pts. deducted per
supply item)]. Informal Evaluation grades are given routinely on assigned
exercises.
Summative grades: Formal Assessments are given for playing tests and
concert performance. Students' grades may be lowered by 30% if a
concert or performance is missed due to an unexcused absence.

CPSB Middle School Grading Policy 
100-93 = A
92-85 = B
84-75 = C
74-67 = D
66 - 0 = F
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Rules & Regulations
1. Always show RESPECT to ANY Authority, Visitors, Classmates,
Instruments, Equipment, Books, and any other Materials put into use
for class. Respect the Director and the director WILL Respect You!
2. Keep Your Hands, Feet, Materials, & Instruments To Yourself.
3. NO FOOD, GUM, OR DRINKS ALLOWED IN THE
REHEARSAL SPACE AT ANY TIME-Snack Outside if you are
after-school!
4. WE ARE A TEAM. We are all working together for a common
goal, to make music. All “TEAM PLAYERS” ARE NEEDED in
ATTENDANCE. We ALL Count on each other. We must all
attend rehearsals in order for US to Be as ONE!
5. Do not just “Love Your Neighbor As Yourself”, but “Love Your
Instrument As Yourself”. ---REMEMBER: Your
Instruments/Supplies are a huge investment by your
parents/guardians & Money does not grow on trees. Please take
special care of them and respect them.
6. “PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT…BUT…PERFECT PRACTICE
MAKES PERFECT PERFORMANCE.” Please Practice Daily for
the length of time the director assigns. Practicing is the only way in
order to become better at what WE do. Beginners practice a
minimum of 30 minutes per day 6 days a week; Chamber members
(old people) from last year should now practice a minimum of 45
minutes to 1 hour per day max 6 days a week.
7. Trips and Performances outside of the school will be recognized as
privileges. Privileges are not required nor expected…Please always
be on your best behavior BEFORE, DURING, & AFTER these
special events so WE may all enjoy what’s in store and ahead for us
without one person ruining it all for future times.
8. Be prepared to play everyday of class with all materials required:
instrument, rosin, music, and PENCIL!...etc.
9. If “it” is not yours, then leave “it” alone.
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10. If you are ever in doubt or ever have a question, ask the director and
he will answer/assist the problems at hand.
Why these rules exist:
1.) Without the appropriate materials, a student cannot function to the best of
his/her ability. Each student relies on the efforts of each member. If even one
member is consistently absent, the orchestra suffers.
2.) Like any class, learning cannot occur without the mutual respect of
teacher and student.
3.) Instruments, music and equipment are expensive. Instrument repairs are
expensive.
4.) Class time is very valuable and very short. Every minute will be used to
help achieve our musical, mutual, and personal goals.
5.) The messes caused by food and beverages can be very expensive and can
damage music, carpet, or instruments beyond repair.

~~~REMEMBER THERE ARE CONSEQUENCES
FOR ALL YOUR ACTIONS~~~ Do right, and
remember you reap what you sow~~~

Consequences
1st Offense: - A
Warning will be
issued in class for
the inappropriate behavior(s)
presented.
2nd Offense: - Student will pack up his/her fiddle and begin writing
a 2-page report on a composer or have written homework.
3rd Offense: STRIKE OUT! – E-mail to Parent(s) of misconduct,
and possible consideration of suspension from ensemble.	
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EQUIPMENT/MATERIALS
• Everyday, students MUST drop off their instrument with Mr. Gunter

(Temporary Building, T-18, T-19) BEFORE school day begins. This will keep
instruments safe, secure, and out of the way during the day! They are kept
under Lock & Key and out of the hands of other Welsh students.

• Students are responsible for all the music they receive. All missing and
damaged music must be replaced.

• All instruments must be in good playing condition and will be maintained by
the student & teacher.
• Students are expected to BUY, OWN, and KEEP THEIR VERY OWN
PERSONAL rosin, shoulder rest (violins), rock stops (cellos), cleaning cloths,
pencils, etc.
Mr. Gunter does have strings supplied if strings “pop”.
• Student’s names should be labeled in some form or fashion on the
OUTSIDE OF HIS/HER INSTRUMENT CASE (plain as day). Student
names should and preferably be clearly printed on a tag outside the case.
• If a string pops, bow hair falls off the bow, shoulder/chin rests slide off, etc.
DO NOT GO TO THE STORE DIRECTLY-come see Mr. Gunter, unless he
sees the problem arise, he will handle the issue on the spot/ after class/after
school- Repairs at school are “of no costs!”
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REHEARSAL EXPECTATIONS

The actions of each musician directly & indirectly affect the productivity
of each rehearsal/class meeting. Students are expected to behave in a
manner respectful of each other and of the director. The following is a list
of expectations for each musician during every rehearsal.
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  THE STUDENT WILL:
	
  

• Silence & turn-in (for class) his/her cell phone.
• Be in the room on time getting necessary equipment
ready as soon as the school day is over (1st bell) or
start of “day class”. Class begins at 3:15; Ends at 4:30
every Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday -chamber-returning
students. Parent pick-up MUST be no later than 4:45.
• Be prepared with a pencil for every rehearsal.
• Not talk when the director is talking or working with another
section of the class, but study/”shadow bow”, etc.
• Demonstrate proper rehearsal decorum when the conductor steps to the
podium.
• Not do homework from other classes while in rehearsal.
• Keep fingernails trimmed to allow for proper playing positioning.
• Treat others and the director with respect before, during, and after
all rehearsals & performances.
• Have adequately prepared and practiced their music outside of
rehearsals.
• Participate in sporadic chair tests and maintain good attitude/work
ethic despite the chair they may receive.
• Get organized, stay organized, & keep a habit of organization
& you will set yourself up for success!
**** Chair tests are only meant to motivate and “push” the orchestra
members to do better and excel, thereby increasing EVERYONE’S
chances for success!
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COURSE OFFERING
DETAILS
1.) As we begin our 4th year of this orchestra program, we still do not own enough
instruments to loan out- but it is a work in progress. Therefore, students MUST
buy/rent their own violin/viola/cello for membership in this organization. ALL
Beginners: Two books must be purchased by a local music store or online
(Essential Elements for Strings (for either Violin/Viola/Cello, etc.), Book 1 &
Master Theory Workbook, Book 1– See Swicegood Music-books are supplied.
2.) There will be a one-time non-refundable cost of $100.00 for the whole school
year to join. This due will be applied to purchasing items necessary and will also
include the purchase of a club t-shirt. The T-shirt will be school approved to wear
during the school day/performances (class/club t-shirt). If parents or any family
members are interested in an orchestra t-shirt, it will cost an additional $10.00 per
t-shirt-see “Parent/Guardian Student Contract” (last page).
3.) Deadline to join the school orchestra (day class for beginners) –TBA (listen for
announcements when school begins). Deadline to join the after-school orchestra
(2nd, 3rd year returning students) is Thursday, September 10th, 2015.
4.) (Aug.-May.), FIVE offered meetings per week for Beginner String Orchestra
(Everyday during day-see your school day schedule); THREE offered meetings
for Chamber String Orchestra (Mon., Wed., Thurs. after-school 3:15-4:30).
5.) After-School students need to be picked up by parents No Later Than 4:45
p.m. after all rehearsals.
6.) PARENTS/GUARDIANS & STUDENTS: If at any time a student no longer
desires to be involved or cannot for any reason be involved in the class, there
WILL BE NO REFUNDABLE DUES REGARDING THE ONE-TIME
$100.00 DUE–NO EXCEPTIONS! Please understand that the $100.00 is a flat
rate due at the beginning of the year to help allow your child and the whole
organization to thrive and function.
7.) A party/celebration of some sort may be arranged & granted at the close of a
concert on a given day other than the day of a concert. Parties are arranged for
students’ awesome abilities of working so hard and putting on their very own
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performances. Performances are a required and expected necessity for the orchestra
member.
8.) Regarding student safety and class success, if by suspicion a student(s) may be
skipping class, wandering around, or being mischievous by any means, the
parent/guardian will be notified & the student(s) will be under immediate
discipline action. Roll will be taken in both the school day class and the afterschool class on a usual basis.
9.) General Parent Information Letters/Concert Reminders will be sent home
every few months (in enough advance for scheduling) explaining all current items
& concert dates as the year rolls along. Students will be required to take them
home; however, if you as a parent prefer to have such important info e-mailed to
you, I will gladly do so. Simply e-mail Mr. Gunter at christopher.gunter@cpsb.org
to remind me and let me know on the final page of this document as a side note
(the student contract).
10.) Moreover, regardless of this organization being in & outside of the school day
this year, as well as on and off school property due to a performance of any nature,
students are involved with their school and may be written up for any indecent
behavior(s) as outlined in the S.J. Welsh Student Handbook.
Individual commitment to a group effort – that’s what makes a
team work, a company work, a society work, a civilization
work.
~ Vince Lombardi (famous American football player)
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Concert Attire
Girls
(Formal) – A dress, a long skirt with blouse, or a dark colored pants suit
all along with closed-toe low heels dress footwear.
(Casual) – String Orchestra T-shirt and Khaki bottoms.
Boys
(Formal) – Dress slacks, dress shirt, tie, and dress shoes.
(Casual) – String Orchestra T-shirt and Khaki bottoms.
NOTE: This is the appropriate dress for most concert(s) or venues
involving students.
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Tentative Calendar of Events

2015-2016
“Music expresses that which cannot be put into words and cannot remain silent.” - Victor Hugo

FALL, 2015
ALL GENERAL INFO, CONCERTS, SOLO & ENSEMBLE & DISTRICT FESTIVALS
Further Info/Dates TBA (to be announced) through parent letters going home…
AUGUST12 – FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL – 1st Class of the Year for Beginners
17, 19, 20 – 1st Three After-School Rehearsals of the Year for Chamber (Returning Advanced
After-School Students – every Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday for 3:15-4:30)
SEPTEMBER
7 – Labor Day Holiday (NO SCHOOL)
6 - The After-School Colt String Orchestra Class was officially approved and allowed to function
by Principal Mr. Bobby Jack Thompson (3 years ago today)
10 – DEADLINE to join the Colt String Orchestra and hand in the $100.00 due (checks made
out to S.J. Welsh; memo line String Orchestra) & Contract from the back of this Handbook!!
21 - TEACHER INSERVICE (NO SCHOOL)
OCTOBER12 – 1st Nine Weeks Ends
26 - TEACHER INSERVICE (NO SCHOOL)
NOVEMBER11 - VETERAN’S DAY HOLIDAY (NO SCHOOL)
21-29 – HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!!
DECEMBER6 - McNeese State University’s 74TH Annual Production of the LAKE CHARLES
HANDEL’S MESSIAH CHORUS AND ORCHESTRA (F.G. BULBER AUDITORIUM at
McNeese State University– 3 p.m.) BE PROMPT IF ATTENDING - HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED TO GO WATCH! (FREE)

TBA (early-to-mid month) – Definite Orchestra & Ukulele Band Central Library
Christmas Caroling Performance (Ernest St.)
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18 – 2nd Nine Weeks Ends
19 - January 3 – HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

SPRING, 2016
JANUARY4 – First Day Back in the New Year & 1st REHEARSAL back in the new year including ALL
orchestra members of S.J. Welsh (Chamber & Beginners)
18 – MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. HOLIDAY (NO SCHOOL)
FEBRUARY5 – TEACHER INSERVICE (NO SCHOOL)
6 – 10 MARDI GRAS HOLIDAYS
MARCH10 – 3rd Nine Weeks Ends
25 – April 3 – EASTER/SPRING BREAK HOLIDAYS
APRIL(Possible Performance with the Lake Charles Symphony at one of their concerts)
MAY-

TBA (early-to-mid month)– (OUR CONCERT!)
Colt Choir, Orchestra, & Ukulele Band Spring Concert
20 – 4th Nine Weeks Ends & Last Day of School! HAVE A SAFE AND GREAT SUMMER!

JUNE- OF COURSE, IT’S SUMMER (NO CLASS)! ENJOY YOUR TIME OFF! If Interested in
Private Summer Lessons on Your Instrument Let Mr. Gunter Know in May.
JULY 9th - Lake Charles Symphony POPS Concert at the Coliseum in the Civic Center, Saturday
Night Performance- Usually @ 7:30 p.m. – Well Worth It! (Pizza and Drinks!!!) -Tickets at door.
http://www.lcsymphony.com/
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Online Helpful Links
http://www.lcsymphony.com/
http://www.swicegoodlakecharles.com/
http://www.lakecharlesmusic.com/
http://sightansound.com/
https://www.sharmusic.com/
http://www.swstrings.com/
http://www.johnsonstring.com/
http://violin.com/
https://www.violins.com/
http://www.finestringinstruments.com/
http://www.violinonline.com/
http://violinmasterclass.com/
http://www.lcsymphony.com/
http://www.sost.org/
http://www.acadianasymphony.org/
http://www.rapidessymphony.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/symphony
http://www.dsokids.com/
http://www.lachoral.org/
http://www.fgbyo.org/
http://lakecharlescommunityband.myscoutlink.com/
http://www.finalemusic.com/products/finale-notepad/
http://library.thinkquest.org/11315/instrum.htm
http://www.musictheory.net/index.html
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12 important skills you will learn in the orchestra
(International language of MUSIC)
Self-Confidence, Coordination, Team work, Comprehension,
Problem-solving, Discipline, Commitment, Higher order
thinking, Creativity, Communication, Self-expression

did I mention lots of FUN & endless
opportunities for excellence?
check this OUT !
Orchestra kids say:
6th grader :" I learned to play an instrument and i am really proud!"
7th grader: " Orchestra is fun, you get to meet people. You might
even become famous someday!"
8th grader:" You get to play cool music, participate in kind of
competitions and travel many nice places"
9th grader: "being in orchestra makes you feel like you're part of a
very special family , when we play we all become one"
10 grader:" You get to go on trips and meet people.I love the music
and events we participate in"
11 grader: "Be in orchestra takes a lot of discipline, and it helps in
the future for college scholarships. You should join orchestra
program and never give it up! It's worth it!"
12 grade: "orchestra is one the greatest experience I had in school"

NOW YOU KNOW WHY YOU WANT TO

JOIN OUR TEAM & SIGN UP
FOR YOUR SCHOOL
ORCHESTRA PROGRAM !!
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S.J. WELSH ORCHESTRA
STRING ORCHESTRA HANDBOOK CONTRACT &
Acknowledgement/Personal Information/Volunteer Form
I have read and agreed to adhere to the above stated policies, rules, expectations,
and requirements of the S.J. Welsh Middle School Class Period/After-School Colt String
Orchestra Program. I understand the consequences of missing a required event. I also
understand my responsibilities as a member. Remember: Deadline to join is no later than
Thursday, September 10th, 2015. This contract MUST be turned in to Mr. Gunter no later
than the above deadline. I am aware that there will be a non-refundable $100.00 cost for
participation in this ensemble. This will cover club t-shirt, music, and misc. class items.
Checks may be payable to S.J. Welsh Middle School, memo line, string orchestra.
STUDENT SIGNATURE __________________________________DATE_______________
PARENT SIGNATURE____________________________________DATE______________

STUDENT INFORMATION
(PLEASE PRINT)

First Name ___________________________ Last Name ___________________________
Student ID# ___________________________ Instrument__________________________
Mailing Address ___________________________________________________________
City _______________________________ Zip Code_____________ Apt./Lot #_________
Home Phone #_____________________________________________________________
Shirt Size: (circle one)

YM

YL

YXL

AS

AM

AL

AXL

Other_________

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION
(PLEASE PRINT)

First & Last Name(s) _________________________________Cell # _________________
Employer ____________________________________ Work # ______________________
Email Address (Primary)_____________________________________________________
Emergency Contact _______________________________ Phone #__________________
Parents, please sign-up to assist with any of the listed areas below where you could possibly be
of service to help with our orchestra program. Please check all that apply:
______CHAPERONE FOR CONCERTS

_______ ADVOCATE FOR STRINGS _______OTHER

PLEASE LEGIBLY WRITE BELOW THE SIZES OF T-SHIRTS FOR FAMILY, IF ANY:
(REMEMBER EXTRA $10.00 PER SHIRT, EXCLUDING THE STUDENT’S T-SHIRT)
_________________________________________________________________

*	
  See	
  backside/next	
  page	
  to	
  complete	
  all	
  necessary	
  information	
  required.	
  
	
  

25	
  

	
  
S.J.	
  Welsh	
  Middle	
  School	
  
Permission	
  to	
  Use	
  Photograph,	
  Name,	
  &	
  Recordings	
  of	
  Students	
  who	
  are	
  involved	
  in	
  the	
  
After-‐School	
  Music	
  Clubs/School	
  Day	
  Classes	
  of	
  Colt	
  String	
  Orchestra	
  &	
  Ukulele	
  Band	
  
1500 West McNeese Street
Lake Charles, Louisiana 70605
(337)–217–4410 School Fax: (337)–217–4412
christopher.gunter@cpsb.org
Director, Mr. Christopher Gunter

I	
  grant	
  to	
  S.J.	
  Welsh	
  Middle	
  School,	
  its	
  teachers	
  and	
  staff	
  the	
  
right	
  to	
  take	
  photographs,	
  make	
  recordings,	
  place	
  my	
  name	
  in	
  concert	
  programs,	
  and	
  media	
  articles	
  of	
  
myself	
  in	
  connection	
  with	
  
the	
  musical	
  day	
  class(es)/after-‐school	
  classes	
  of	
  the	
  string	
  orchestras	
  and	
  ukulele	
  band.	
  	
  
I	
  further	
  authorize	
  Welsh	
  Middle	
  to	
  copyright,	
  use	
  and	
  publish	
  the	
  same	
  in	
  print	
  and/or	
  electronically.	
  
I	
  agree	
  that	
  Welsh	
  Middle	
  may	
  use	
  such	
  photographs	
  of	
  me	
  
with	
  or	
  without	
  my	
  name	
  and	
  for	
  any	
  lawful	
  purpose,	
  including	
  for	
  
example	
  such	
  purposes	
  as	
  publicity,	
  illustration,	
  advertising,	
  and	
  Web	
  content.	
  
	
  
I	
  have	
  read	
  and	
  understand	
  the	
  above:	
  
Printed	
  Student	
  Name	
  ___________________________________________________________	
  
Student	
  Signature	
  ______________________________________________________________	
  
Date	
  _________________	
  
Parent/Guardian	
  Signature	
  Allowing	
  Permission	
  _______________________________________	
  
Date	
  _________________	
  
***If this sheet is not returned, Your child’s name will be omitted from any/all concert programs,
press releases, and will not be allowed to be involved in any video recordings i.e. Sounds of the
Seasons Holiday Performance (FOX29/CW), etc.
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